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RECYCLING
NEWS

December 2022 Printed on recycled paper. Please recycle after use.

New study finds over half the 
contents of Croydon rubbish bins 
could have been recycled!

New research has shown that 53% of the waste in Croydon’s rubbish 
bins could have been recycled using existing recycling collections. 
Food waste is the biggest culprit, making 
up almost a third of the average bin, 
meaning that if Croydon households 
recycled their food waste using the food 
waste collection service, almost £3 million 
per year could be saved in disposal costs, 
helping to support other local services. It’s 
easy to start recycling your food waste: 
simply order a caddy through the council 
website free of charge (croydon.gov.uk) 
and check out page 2 for all the items 
you can recycle.

Additionally, if residents took recyclable 
items to the Household Reuse and 
Recycling Centre and took advantage of 
in-store take back schemes at 
supermarkets (such as plastic bag and 
fi lm recycling), only a third of the bin 
would actually need to be disposed of. 
If Croydon residents could maximise their 
recycling efforts there would be a 
signifi cant impact on increasing recycling 
tonnage and conserving natural resources. 
Let’s all do our bit to recycle as much as 
possible in 2023!

1

Find out what happens to your 
recycling (where it’s taken and
what it’s turned in to) at: 
slwp.org.uk/destination-recycling

Paper and card

Plastic fi lm/plastics bags 
that could be taken to 
store collection points 
for recycling

Textiles

8.3%

1.9%

0.4% Batteries and electricals

5.4%

Food waste 32.4%

7.5%Containers (plastics, 
glass, cans and cartons)

5.2%Garden waste

Rubbish that is not 
easily recycled 31.5%

Wood, rubble, scrap metal 
and other items that could 

be recycled at Factory 
Lane, Fishers Farm or Purley 
Oaks Household Reuse and 

Recycling Centres

7.4%

Recycling and waste collections will 
change over the festive season:

The Household Reuse and Recycling Centres (HRRC) will 
be open normal hours (7:30am - 4:30pm, Monday - Saturday / 

8:30am - 4pm Sunday and Bank Holidays) over the 
festive period with the following exceptions:

Factory Lane, Fishers Farm and Purley Oaks 
Household Reuse and Recycling Centre opening hours

Want your real Christmas tree to be 
collected? Put it out by 6.00am on 
Monday 9 January 2023 and it will be 
collected as soon as possible.

Remember to remove all decorations, 
pots etc. Put your tree close to the front 
boundary of your property, visible to 
collection crews and so it won’t block the 
pavement. If you live in a fl at, put your 
tree outside the bin store but don’t block 
access to it.

Alternatively you can:

• Take your tree to be composted 
at the HRRC

• Leave it next to your rubbish bin 
on your collection day (it will not 
be recycled)

• Chop it up to create a winter shelter 
for animals in your garden or add it 
to your compost heap

Christmas tree collections

Christmas Eve:
8.30am - midday

Boxing Day:
Closed

Christmas and 
New Year collections

‘Tis the 
season to 
recycle

Christmas Day:
Closed

New Year’s Day:
Closed

Usual collection day Revised collection day

Monday 26 December Wednesday 28 December

Tuesday 27 December Thursday 29 December

Wednesday 28 December Friday 30 December

Thursday 29 December Saturday 31 December

Friday 30 December Tuesday 3 January

Monday 2 January Wednesday 4 January

Tuesday 3 January Thursday 5 January

Wednesday 4 January Friday 6 January

Thursday 5 January Saturday 7 January

Friday 6 January Monday 9 January

Monday 9 January Tuesday 10 January

Tuesday 10 January Wednesday 11 January

Wednesday 11 January Thursday 12 January

Thursday 12 January Friday 13 January

Friday 13 January Saturday 14 January

Collections to return to normal from Monday 16 January 2023. 
Please remember to put your bins out by 6:00am on your collection day.
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Working 
together 
to tackle 
waste

Christmas is a time of year when we 
tend to generate more household 
waste than usual. Here’s a couple 
of festive tips to help you recycle as 
much as you can!

Electronics are popular at 
Christmas, both as presents and 
decorations, like fairy lights, but make 
sure any unwanted electrical items 
are disposed of correctly at your 
local Household Reuse and Recycling 
Centre, rather than in your general 
waste bin, which could cause fi res.

Reduce food waste this 
Christmas! 
Plan what you need in advance 
and get creative with leftovers. Visit 
lovefoodhatewaste.com for inspiration. 
Any unavoidable food waste can be 
recycled in your food waste caddy. 
Don’t have a caddy? Order one here: 
croydon.gov.uk/recycling
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View and download your 2023 collection calendar 
by using the postcode search tool at croydon.gov.uk/recycling
If you’re on a mobile device, use your camera to scan the QR 
code (right). If you’re not online, pop into a local library to 
access a computer.

My collection was missed Go to croydon.gov.uk/recycling and fi ll in your address and the material 
which was missed. Our crews will then be alerted to return to collect.

There’s fl y-tip down the 
road

Report it at croydon.gov.uk/fl ytipping and our crews will visit the location 
to remove the fl y-tip. You can also report them easily using the Love Clean 
Streets App, available for both iOS and Andriod.

There’s an overfl owing 
street litter bin Report it at croydon.gov.uk/litterbin and our crews will empty it.

I want to visit the 
Household Reuse and 
Recycling Centre (HRRC)

Find out more information about where they are and what you can 
recycle here: croydon.gov.uk/hrrc

I want to make a 
complaint or leave a 
compliment

Fill out the form at croydon.gov.uk/complaints

How to let us know if there’s a problem

Did you know that fl exible plastic (things 
like single-use carrier bags, crisp 
packets, bread bags, sweet wrappers 
and fi lm) can now be recycled at your 
local supermarket? 
Every year in the UK we generate 311,000 
tonnes of fl exible plastic waste. Only 6% of 
that is recycled. Although it may not weigh 
much, this fl exible plastic waste makes a big 
contribution to your personal carbon footprint 
(when your general waste is treated at the 

Beddington energy from waste facility, it is the 
plastic items that are the main source of carbon 
dioxide emissions). So keeping all types of plastic 
out of your general waste bin is a great way of 
helping the planet.

You can’t recycle fl exible plastics using the Council’s 
collection service. But there are now fl exible plastic 
recycling points located in supermarkets across the 
borough. Keep an eye out the next time you’re in 
your local shop or use the postcode search tool at 
recyclenow.com/repeatthecycle to locate 
your nearest collection point.

Be flexible with your recycling 

Do you love a bargain? Shoppers at the Community 
Reuse Shop at Fishers Farm know they’re getting a 
good deal on their pre-loved items. 
Lots of items have been expertly refurbished, including bikes 
and electrical items such as TVs. Why not take a visit and 
snap up new items for your home? You could fi nd low cost 
treasures, whilst saving items from disposal.

The shop is open 9am - 3.45pm on Fridays, 9am - 1pm 
on Saturdays, and 9am - midday on Sundays.
The Community Reuse Shop at Fishers Farm 
can be found on North Downs Road, 
New Addington, CR0 0LB.

Croydon residents have helped to make the 
local Freegle community the largest and most 
active in the UK! 
Thousands of residents have listed items for free and 
passed them on to someone locally, and all for free. 

Check out ilovefreegle.org to list any items 
you no longer need, or alternatively put up a 
‘wanted’ post and see if someone has just 
what you’re looking for.

CHOOSE TO REUSEREUSE SHOP AT FISHERS FARM HRRC
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COLLECTION TIMETABLE 2022-2023
RECYCLING AND RUBBISH

Your collect
ion day is MONDAY

 Real Christmas tree collections start on Monday 9th January. Collections will change over the Christmas and New Year period and may 

take place up to four days later than usual. This calendar shows your revised 

collection days where appropriate.

Please remember to put your bins out by 6am

It really helps if you...

Flatten cardboard boxes 

before putting them in the 

blue lidded wheelie bin/ 

blue box

Empty and rinse all  

containers before putting  

them in the grey bin/green 

box

Remove film lids from  

plastic pots, tubs and trays  

(put the film lids in your black 

wheelie bin)

Only place items that cannot 

be recycled in your black 

wheelie bin - no food  

waste please

On collection day, place 

your bins at the front edge 

of your property, close to 

the pavement but not on it

For a complete list of 

what can and can’t be  

recycled, please visit:

croydon.gov.uk/

recycling

Ref: Kerbside - Monday A

Collections will change over the Christmas and New Year period and may take 

place up to four days later than usual. This calendar shows your revised collection 

days where appropriate.

Real Christmas tree collections start on Monday 9 January 2023.

Please check the Council website closer to the time of the additional Bank Holiday 

for HM King Charles III’s coronation as this may affect collection schedules.

Only place items that cannot 

be recycled in your general 

waste bin - no food waste 

please

If your collection is missed, 

please leave your bins out 

and check the service status 

online at: croydon.gov.

uk/bin-status

general waste bin)

Empty and rinse 

before putting them in 

the green lidded bin/ 

green box
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COLLECTION TIMETABLE 2022-2023
RECYCLING AND RUBBISH

Your collect
ion day is MONDAY

 Real Christmas tree collections start on Monday 9th January. Collections will change over the Christmas and New Year period and may 

take place up to four days later than usual. This calendar shows your revised 

collection days where appropriate.

Please remember to put your bins out by 6am

It really helps if you...

Flatten cardboard boxes 

before putting them in the 

blue lidded wheelie bin/ 

blue box

Empty and rinse all  

containers before putting  

them in the grey bin/green 

box

Remove film lids from  

plastic pots, tubs and trays  

(put the film lids in your black 

wheelie bin)

Only place items that cannot 

be recycled in your black 

wheelie bin - no food  

waste please

On collection day, place 

your bins at the front edge 

of your property, close to 

the pavement but not on it

For a complete list of 

what can and can’t be  

recycled, please visit:

croydon.gov.uk/

recycling

Ref: Kerbside - Monday A

Food waste Container

 All cooked and uncooked food 

 Dairy products: cheese and eggs

 Fruit and vegetable peelings

 Tea bags and coffee grounds

 Meat and fi sh bones

Houses
Collected 

every week

Flats

Plastics, glass, cans and cartons Container

 Plastic bottles 

 Plastic pots, tubs and trays etc.

 Glass jars and bottles

 Cans, tins, aerosols and tin foil

 Food and drink cartons

Houses
Collected 

every 2 weeks

Flats

Paper and card Container

 Newspapers and magazines 

 Card and cardboard

 Toilet/kitchen roll tubes

 Egg boxes

Houses
Collected 

every 2 weeks

Non-recyclable waste Container

 Non-recyclable rubbish

 Food-stained cardboard 
(i.e. dirty pizza boxes)

 Plastic bags and fi lm

 Polystyrene

 Nappies

Houses Collected 
every 2 weeks

Flats

Paper
and card 
must be 

clean and 
dry

Please 
remember to 

rinse and squash 
plastics, glass 

cans and 
cartons

   No plastic bags
 (use compostable 

liners or 
newspapers to 
line your caddy)

   No nappies

   No plastic bags

  No plastic fi lm

   No plastic bags
  No food and 
drink cartons

  No tissues
   No shiny or 
glittery wrapping 
paper

 No recycling or 
food waste

 No electrical 
items or batteries*

 No gas canisters

2

Stick me on your fridge so that you can refer to 
this helpful recycling information year-round! 
Share your fridge selfi e with us on Twitter  
@yourcroydon so we can retweet and share 
our borough’s fantastic recyclers.

What goes where?
The table below summarises the two collection 
services received by the vast majority of properties 
in the borough. Containers and collection 
frequencies may differ for some fl ats and houses 
with no frontage.
Visit croydon.gov.uk/recycling if you’re unsure.

* Batteries and textiles
 Residents living in houses can present one small bag of either batteries 

or textiles per week. Please place the loosely tied bag next to your 
recycling container for collection.
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RECYCLING 
NEWS

December 2022 Printed on recycled paper. Please recycle after use.

This is what’s in the average rubbish bin  
in Kingston. How does yours measure up?

The key finding was that almost half 
(44.8%) of the items that are in a typical 
Kingston rubbish bin could have been 
recycled using the Council’s doorstep 
recycling collection service. Food waste 
was the biggest culprit, making up almost 
a quarter (23.3%) of the average bin.

A further 10.9% of the waste could  
have been recycled at the Villiers 
Road Household Reuse and Recycling 
Centre (such as wood, rubble, scrap 
metal, soil and plasterboard) and 
another 10.5% was plastic film that 
could have been recycled via 
collection points in local shops.

Just one-third (33.8%) of the average 
Kingston rubbish bin is truly non-

recyclable. So, whilst Kingston may be 
one of the best boroughs in London for 
recycling (with a recycling rate of 
47.6%) the results of this study shows 
how much better we could be doing.

How does your bin compare? 
Could you be doing more to 
reduce the amount of recyclable 
items that end up in your 
rubbish bin? 

Turn to page 2 to find out how to use 
your recycling collection service to its 
full potential. Don’t forget that 
recycling doesn’t stop in the kitchen - 
please remember to recycle items 
from around the home.

1

Find out what happens to your  
recycling (where it’s taken and 
what it’s turned in to) at:  
slwp.org.uk/destination-recycling

We recently carried out a detailed analysis of the rubbish and 
recycling that is collected from households across the Royal Borough 
of Kingston upon Thames. 

2.6%

Food waste

Paper and card

Wood, rubble, scrap metal 
and other items that could 
be recycled at the Villiers 

Road Household Reuse 
and Recycling Centre

Plastic film/plastic bags 
that could be taken to 
store collection points 
for recycling

Textiles

Garden waste

Rubbish that is not 
easily recycled

23.3%

10.9%

6.6%

10.5%

3.9%

33.8%

1.6%

Containers (plastics, 
glass, cans and cartons)

Batteries and electricals

6.8%
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View and download your personalised 2023 
collection calendar. Use the Find your collection day 
tool at kingston.gov.uk/recycling

...where you can also report a missed collection 
and find detailed information about your 
collection service, including a full list of what you 
can and can’t recycle.

Your 2023 collection calendar
Service types
The table below summarises the two collection services 
received by the vast majority of properties in the 
borough. Containers and collection frequencies may 
differ for some flats and houses with no front garden. 

Visit kingston.gov.uk/recycling for details  
or call 020 8547 5002 if you’re unsure.

What goes where?

My collection was missed Go to kingston.gov.uk/missedbincollection within 2 working days and fill in your address and 
the material which was missed. Our crews will then be alerted to return to collect.

There’s a fly-tip down the road Report it at kingston.gov.uk/flytip and our crews will get it sorted.

There’s an overflowing street  
litter bin Report it at kingston.gov.uk/street-cleaning-2/litter-bin and our crews will empty it.

I want to visit the Villiers  
Road Household Reuse and 
Recycling Centre

Book an appointment at kingston.gov.uk/bins-recycling-rubbish/villiers-road

I want to make a complaint or 
leave a compliment Fill out the form at kingston.gov.uk/council-democracy/feedback-complaint-form

What should I do if...

2

Food waste Container
	All cooked and uncooked food 
	Dairy products: cheese and eggs
	 Fruit and vegetable peelings
	 Tea bags and coffee grounds
	Meat and fish bones

Plastics, glass, cans and cartons Container
	 Plastic bottles 
	 Plastic pots, tubs and trays etc.
	Glass jars and bottles
	Cans, tins, aerosols and tin foil
	 Food and drink cartons

Paper and card Container
	Newspapers and  
magazines 
	Card and cardboard
	 Toilet/kitchen roll tubes
	 Egg boxes

Non-recyclable waste Container
	Non-recyclable rubbish
	 Food-stained cardboard  
(i.e. dirty pizza boxes)
	 Plastic bags and film
	 Polystyrene
	Nappies

Paper and card must be clean and dry

	 	 No plastic bags
 (use compostable 

liners or newspapers 
to line your caddy)

	 	 No nappies

	 	 No plastic bags
  No plastic film

	 	 No plastic bags
	 	No food and drink cartons
	 	No tissues
	 	 No wrapping paper (which doesn’t 
pass the “scrunch test” or is glittery) 

	No recycling or food waste
	No electrical items or  
batteries
	No gas canisters

Houses 
Collected every week

Flats

Houses 
Collected every 2 weeks

Flats

Houses 
Collected every 2 weeks

Flats

Houses 
Collected every 2 weeks

Flats

Rinse and squash these items

Page 6

http://kingston.gov.uk/recycling
http://kingston.gov.uk/recycling
http://www.kingston.gov.uk/missedbincollection
http://www.kingston.gov.uk/flytip
http://www.kingston.gov.uk/street-cleaning-2/litter-bin
http://www.kingston.gov.uk/bins-recycling-rubbish/villiers-road
http://www.kingston.gov.uk/council-democracy/feedback-complaint-form


‘Tis the season to recycle
Christmas is a time of year when we tend to generate more household waste than usual. 

But with a little planning and thought, there are lots of ways you can reduce your environmental  
impact without missing out on any of the fun. Here are a few top tips (and a festive playlist)  

to help you have a Green Christmas:

WEEE three kings
New electronics are popular at Christmas, but 
make sure any waste electrical and electronic 
equipment (WEEE) is disposed of correctly at 
the Villiers Road HRRC, rather than in your 
general waste bin, which could cause fires.

Our finest gifts we bring
Rather than buying a gift, make your own  
to save on waste and cash - bake some 
Christmas cookies, knit a scarf or create a 
natural Christmas decoration from foliage  
like holly or mistletoe.

Make a list and check it twice
Plan what Christmas gifts and food you need 
in advance and only buy what you need to 
help reduce unnecessary waste. Put leftovers 
to good use by getting creative in the kitchen 
- visit lovefoodhatewaste.com  
for inspiration.

All we want for Christmas…  
is for you to recycle
At this time of year, try to choose recyclable 
wrapping paper - try the scrunch test! If 
scrunched paper keeps its shape then it can 
be recycled. If it bounces back or  
has glitter on, it needs to  
go in the rubbish bin.

Chestnuts roasting
Go cold turkey on putting food waste in 
your rubbish bin this Christmas. Remember 
to recycle all of your meat and fish bones, 
vegetable peelings, plate scrapings (and 
chestnut shells) using your weekly food waste 
collection service.

The very next day, you gave it away
We all receive unwanted gifts at times, so 
why not donate them to a charity shop, or to 
people in your local community using a free 
online service such as Freegle  
ilovefreegle.org

Finally, make it a New Year’s resolution  
to recycle more and waste less in 2023. 

Keep an eye out in 2023 for our new electric refuse collection vehicles (eRCVs). Powered by lithium-ion batteries, they will help improve 
Kingston’s air quality and cut our carbon emissions, leading the way towards carbon neutrality and the Council’s target of net-zero 
carbon by 2030. Powering all vehicles from the grid will remove 9,652 tonnes of CO2 from the atmosphere in the period 2023-2030, 
which is equivalent to taking 658 cars off the road every year.

The narrower vehicles will collect one material at a time (unlike 
the existing recycling vehicles which have two chambers and 
collect food waste on one side and recycling on the other). 
These single chamber vehicles are more efficient as the vehicle 
does not need to tip when only one side is full. This means you 
may notice your food bin is collected at a slightly different time 
of the day to your recycling.

New electric collection vehicles 
for 2023!

3
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The HRRC will be open normal hours (7:30am - 5pm, Monday 
- Friday / 7:30am - 4pm Saturday / 9:30am - 4pm Sunday and Bank 

Holidays) over the festive period with the following exceptions:

Recycling and waste collections will change over the festive season:

Villiers Road Household Reuse and 
Recycling Centre (HRRC) opening hours

Want your real Christmas tree to be 
collected? Put it out by 6.30am on  
Monday 9 January 2023 and it will be 
collected as soon as possible.

Remember to remove all decorations, pots 
etc. Put your tree close to the front boundary 
of your property, visible to collection crews 
and so it won’t block the pavement. If you 
live in a flat, put your tree outside the bin 
store but don’t block access to it.

Alternatively you can:

• Take your tree to be composted at 
the Villiers Road HRRC

• Leave it next to your rubbish bin on 
your collection day (it will not be 
recycled)

• Chop it up to create a winter shelter 
for animals in your garden or add it 
to your compost heap

Christmas tree 
collections

Christmas Eve:
7.30am - midday

Boxing Day:
Closed

Christmas Day:
Closed

New Year’s Day:
Closed

Remember that you now need to book ahead 
before you visit the HRRC.
Please visit kingston.gov.uk/recycling  
to book your time slot.

Christmas and New Year collections

Usual collection day Revised collection day Change
Monday 26 December Wednesday 28 December 2 days later
Tuesday 27 December Thursday 29 December 2 days later
Wednesday 28 December Friday 30 December 2 days later
Thursday 29 December Saturday 31 December 2 days later
Friday 30 December Tuesday 3 January 4 days later
Monday 2 January Wednesday 4 January 2 days later
Tuesday 3 January Thursday 5 January 2 days later
Wednesday 4 January Friday 6 January 2 days later
Thursday 5 January Saturday 7 January 2 days later
Friday 6 January Monday 9 January 3 days later
Monday 9 January Tuesday 10 January 1 day later
Tuesday 10 January Wednesday 11 January 1 day later
Wednesday 11 January Thursday 12 January 1 day later
Thursday 12 January Friday 13 January 1 day later
Friday 13 January Saturday 14 January 1 day later

Collections to return to normal from Monday 16 January 2023.
Please remember to put your bins out by 6:30am on your collection day.

December 2017 3
Working 
together 
to tackle 
waste

Page 8

http://kingston.gov.uk/recycling


ISSUE 91
WINTER 2022

mymerton
Merton Together
Get support with the cost of living

Keep it Clean
Residents shape future  
waste services 

Sign up 
for the 
My Merton 
e-newsletter

click

Page 9



RECYCLING &
WASTE NEWS

We recently carried out a detailed 
analysis of the rubbish and recycling 
that is collected from households 
across Merton.

The key finding was that more than 
half (54.4%) of the items that are in a 
typical Merton rubbish bin could have 
been recycled using the council’s free 
doorstep recycling collection service. 
Food waste was the biggest culprit, 
making up more than a quarter 
(26.4%) of the average bin.

A further 6.2% of the waste, such as 
wood, rubble and scrap metal, could 
have been recycled at the Household 
Reuse and Recycling Centre in Morden 
and another 10.1% was plastic film 
that could have been recycled via 
collection points in local shops.

Merton may be one of the best 
boroughs in London for recycling (with 
a recycling rate of 40.8%), but the 
results of this study shows how much 
more could be done.

How does your bin compare?  
Could you be doing more to reduce 
the amount of recyclable items that 
end up in your rubbish bin? Turn the 
page to find out how to use your 
recycling collection service to its  
full potential.

And don’t forget that recycling 
doesn’t stop in the kitchen! Please 
remember to recycle items from 
around the home.

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE WINTER 2022/23

Working 
together 
to tackle 
waste

Find out what happens to your recycling, where it’s taken and 
what it’s turned in to, visit: slwp.org.uk/destination-recycling

What’s in your rubbish?

LESS THAN ONE-THIRD 
(29.3%) OF WHAT’S IN 
THE AVERAGE MERTON 
RUBBISH BIN IS TRULY 
NON-RECYCLABLE

This is what’s in the average rubbish in 
Merton. How does yours measure up?
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PAPER  
& CARD
Collected 
alternate weeks

TEXTILES  
& SHOES
Collected 
every week Clothes and linen. 

Shoes (tied together)

BATTERIES
Collected 
every week

Household  
batteries

Place in an untied 
plastic carrier bag.

PLASTICS, GLASS, 
CANS &  
CARTONS
Collected 
alternate weeks

RUBBISH
Collected  
every two  
weeks

FOOD 
WASTE
Collected 
every week

  Line your indoor kitchen caddy with compostable liners or old newspaper (no plastic bags).

  Flatten down large cardboard boxes before putting them in the bin.

  Empty and rinse all containers. Squash plastic bottles. Remove film lids from plastic pots, tubs and trays.

  Only rubbish placed in this wheelie bin (with the lid closed) will be collected.

Kerbside collection service at a glance

Place in a tied plastic carrier bag  
next to or on top of your bins.

Tea bags and  
coffee grounds

Fruit and  
vegetable peelings

Dairy products: 
cheese and eggs

All cooked and 
uncooked food

Newspapers and 
magazines

Egg  
boxes

Toilet and  
kitchen roll tubes

Card and  
cardboard

Plastic  
bottles

Cans, tins,  
aerosols and tin foil

Glass jars  
and bottles

Plastic pots,  
tubs, trays etc.

Non-recyclable 
rubbish

PolystyrenePlastic bags  
and film

Dirty  
cardboard

Yes 
please

Yes 
please

Yes 
please

Yes 
please

 No thanks 
l Duvets
l Pillows and cushions
l Curtains
l Car batteries

Yes 
please

Yes 
please
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 No thanks 
l Plastic bags
l Packaging
l Oil or liquids
l Nappies

 No thanks 
l Plastic bags 
l Plastic film
l Crisp packets
l Hard plastics (toys etc)
l Polystyrene

 No thanks 
l Anything recyclable
l Electrical items
l Hazardous waste
l DIY waste
l Gas bottles
l Batteries

 No thanks 
l Dirty cardboard  

(e.g. pizza boxes)
l Shredded paper (unless 

placed in a paper bag or envelope)
l Tissues and paper towels
l Food and drink cartons  

(place in your recycling box) 
l Wrapping paper which 

doesn’t pass scrunch  
test or is glittery

Household  
batteries

  Line your indoor kitchen caddy with compostable liners or old newspaper (no plastic bags).

  Empty and rinse all containers. Squash plastic bottles. Remove film lids from plastic pots, tubs and trays.

Kerbside collection service at a glance

COMMUNAL 
FLATS
Collected 
every week

 Household general waste only
✘
✘

No recycling or food waste 
No bulky waste or electrical items

Tea bags and  
coffee grounds

Fruit and  
vegetable peelings

Meat and  
fish bones

Egg  
boxes

Toilet and  
kitchen roll tubes

Junk mail and 
catalogues

Cans, tins,  
aerosols and tin foil

Glass jars  
and bottles

Food and  
drinks cartons

PolystyrenePlastic bags  
and film

Nappies  
(in a tied bag)

 No thanks 
l Duvets
l Pillows and cushions
l Curtains
l Car batteries

FOOD WASTE   RECYCLING   RUBBISH 

Your 
personalised 
2023 calendar
Visit the council website to 
view and download your 
personalised 2023 collection 
calendar using the postcode 
search tool. You can also 
report a missed collection 
and find detailed information 
about your collection 
service, including a full  
list of what you can and 
can’t recycle. Visit  
merton.gov.uk/recycling

A helping hand
The council’s website is  
full of useful information.  
So, if you’re not sure how to 
book to visit our Household 
Reuse and Recycling Centre 
in Garth Road, Morden, 
report a missed bin 
collection, let us know  
about dumped rubbish  
or an overflowing bin, visit 
merton.gov.uk/LoveMerton

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE
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● WEEE three kings –  
New electronics are popular at 
Christmas, but make sure any old 
waste electrical and electronic 
equipment (WEEE) is disposed of 
correctly at our Household Reuse 
and Recycling Centre in Morden, 
rather than in your general waste 
bin, which could cause fires.

● Chestnuts roasting – Go cold 
turkey on putting food waste in  
your rubbish bin this Christmas. 
Remember to recycle all of your 
meat and fish bones, vegetable 
peelings, plate scrapings (and 
chestnut shells) using your weekly 
food waste collection service.

● Make a list and check it twice 
– Plan what Christmas gifts and 
food you need in advance and only 
buy what you need to help reduce 
unnecessary waste. Put leftovers to 
good use by getting creative in the 
kitchen. For inspiration, visit 
lovefoodhatewaste.com

● The very next day, you gave  
it away – We all receive unwanted 
gifts at times, so why not donate 
them to a charity shop, or to people 
in your local community using a  
free online service such as Freegle: 
ilovefreegle.org

● All we want for Christmas…  
is for you to recycle – At this  
time of year, try to choose recyclable 
wrapping paper – try the scrunch 
test! If scrunched paper keeps its 
shape then it can be recycled.  
If it bounces back or has glitter on,  
it needs to go in the rubbish bin

Finally, make it a New Year’s 
resolution to recycle more and 
waste less in 2023.

Christmas  
tree disposal
Free kerbside collection:  
Put your tree out by 6am on Monday  
9 January 2023 and it will be collected 
as soon as possible. We aim to recycle 
as many trees as possible.
● Remove all decorations, pots etc.
● Place it close to the front boundary 

of your property, visible to collection 
crews but not blocking the 
pavement. If you live in a flat, put 
your tree outside your bin store but 
don’t block access.

● Alternatively, you can leave your  
tree next to your rubbish bin on  
your collection day. However, it will 
not be recycled.

Free recycling service:  
To guarantee your tree is recycled, 
take it to the Household Reuse and 
Recycling Centre in Garth Road, 
Morden and place it in the garden  
waste container.

Alternatively, chop it up to create  
a winter shelter for animals in your 
garden or add it to your compost heap.

’Tis the season 
to recycle
Christmas is a time of year when we tend to generate more waste than usual. 
But with a little planning, there are lots of ways to reduce your environmental 
impact without missing out on any fun. Here are a few top tips (and a festive 
playlist) to help you have a green Christmas:
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E
arlier this year, the council used  
its resources to clear the dumped 
rubbish along Willow Lane in 
Mitcham. This type of work takes 

time and money – money we would rather 
be spending on services that benefit the 
whole borough, such as our parks and  
open spaces.

The work on the Willow Lane site took  
a full fortnight to complete. First, a road 
closure was undertaken to clear the 
easy-to-reach items, with our service teams 
from idverde clearing over two tonnes of 
fly-tipped material on the first day alone.

A second closure was then required for 
specialist lifting equipment and vehicles to 

remove harder-to-reach contaminated 
waste. The waste was disposed of at the 
Beddington Lane waste-transfer facility 
daily, using an eight-wheel grab lorry.

A fence has been erected along Willow 
Lane to ensure no further fly-tipping takes 
place now that the clearance is complete.

In total, our teams cleared circa 23 tonnes 
of dumped rubbish, with the total costs 
coming to over £17,000.

We know it is only a small minority of 
people dumping rubbish in Merton and we 
have a number of CCTV cameras across  
the borough to catch those involved. But we 
need the help of our residents to identify 
these culprits.

Residents can tune in to our monthly 
Wall of Shame episodes on YouTube,  
where we post footage of people illegally 
dumping rubbish on our streets. If you  
live in Merton, take a look and help catch 
these criminals.

You can also help us to bring the 
fly-tippers who blight our borough to  
justice by reporting information about  
a fly-tip or fly-tipper anonymously on  
our website. Watch Wall of Shame videos 
youtube.com/MertonCouncil 

What Merton is doing  
to combat fly-tipping
Keeping Merton’s streets clean is a top priority for the council. Over the 
last five years, we have seen the level of fly-tipping almost double, with an 
estimated cost of £1million to the public purse.

NITROUS OXIDE 
CANISTERS ARE 
NO LAUGHING 
MATTER
A public information campaign is about to launch across south 
London to raise awareness of nitrous oxide canisters and 
their impact on waste management. The campaign is being 
run by Viridor, the company that operates the Beddington 
Energy Recovery Facility (ERF), where non-recyclable 
rubbish from across the borough is taken for treatment.

In recent months thousands of ‘creamer canisters’ have 
ended up at the Beddington ERF, mixed in with household 
rubbish. The nitrous oxide, or laughing gas, they contain is 
intended for use in the catering industry but is also 
increasingly being used for recreational purposes. Aside 
from the serious health risks of taking laughing gas, the 
canisters it is stored in can also cause major damage to 
waste treatment facilities, present a potential safety risk to 
staff and have the potential to cause disruption to local 
waste collection services. Viridor’s Leave it Out campaign, 
featuring Noxie the naughty nitrous oxide canister, will raise 
awareness of the issues.
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Your Christmas recycling 
and rubbish collections
Your usual collection day Your revised collection day Change
Monday 26 December Wednesday 28 December 2 days later
Tuesday 27 December Thursday 29 December 2 days later
Wednesday 28 December Friday 30 December 2 days later
Thursday 29 December Saturday 31 December 2 days later
Friday 30 December Tuesday 3 January 4 days later
Monday 2 January Wednesday 4 January 2 days later
Tuesday 3 January Thursday 5 January 2 days later
Wednesday 4 January Friday 6 January 2 days later
Thursday 5 January Saturday 7 January 2 days later
Friday 6 January Monday 9 January 3 days later
Monday 9 January Tuesday 10 January 1 day later
Tuesday 10 January Wednesday 11 January 1 day later
Wednesday 11 January Thursday 12 January 1 day later
Thursday 12 January Friday 13 January 1 day later
Friday 13 January Saturday 14 January 1 day later

Please put your bins out by 6am on your collection day
Your collections will return to normal from Monday 16 January 2023.

Household Reuse and Recycling Centre (HRRC) in Morden
The HRRC will be open 8am–4pm, Monday–Sunday over the festive period  
with the following exceptions: Christmas Eve – 8am–midday.
Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Years Day – Closed.
Booking is essential ahead of your visit. Book: merton.gov.uk/amenity

Christmas tree collection and recycling information can be found  
in your Recycling & Waste News inside.

#KeepItCleanLoveMerton
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Textiles4.6%

1.3% Batteries and electricals

Plastic film/plastic bags 
that could be taken to 
store collections points 
for recycling

10.3%

Food waste 24.1%

7.3%
Containers (plastics, 

glass, cans  
and cartons)

4.9%Garden waste

Rubbish that is not 
easily recycled 33.8%

Wood, rubble, scrap 
metal and other items 
that could have been 

taken to the Kimpton Park 
Way Household Reuse 
and Recycling Centre

7%

RECYCLING 
NEWS

December 2022 Printed on recycled paper. Please recycle after use.

Half of an average Sutton rubbish 
bin could be recycled!  
How does yours measure up?

Find out what happens to your recycling (where it’s taken and what it’s turned in to) at: slwp.org.uk/destination-recycling

1

We recently carried out a detailed analysis of the rubbish and recycling that is collected from households  
across our borough.
The key finding was that almost half (48.9%) 
of the items that are in a typical rubbish bin 
in Sutton could have been recycled using 
the Council’s doorstep recycling collection 
service. Food waste was the biggest culprit, 
making up almost a quarter (24.1%) of the 
average bin.

A further 7% of the waste could have  
been recycled at the Kimpton Park Way 
Household Reuse and Recycling Centre  
 

(such as wood, rubble and scrap metal) 
and another 10.3% was plastic film that 
could have been recycled via collection 
points in local shops.
Just one-third (33.8%) of the average 
Sutton rubbish bin is truly non-recyclable. 
So, whilst Sutton may be one of the best 
boroughs in London for recycling (with  
a recycling rate of 46.1%) the results of  
this study shows how much better we  
could be doing.

How does your bin compare? 
Could you be doing more to 
reduce the amount of recyclable 
items that end up in your 
rubbish bin? 
Turn to page 2 to find out how to use  
your recycling collection service to its  
full potential. And don’t forget that  
recycling doesn’t stop in the kitchen!  
Please remember to recycle items from 
around the home.

Paper and card6.7%
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View and download your personalised 2023 
collection calendar. Use the Check your bin 
collection days tool at sutton.gov.uk/recycling
… where you can also report a missed collection 
and find detailed information about your 
collection service, including a full list of what you 
can and can’t recycle.

Your 2023 collection calendar
Service types
The table below summarises the two collection  
services received by the vast majority of 
properties in the borough. 
Containers and collection frequencies may differ  
for some flats and houses with no front garden.
Visit sutton.gov.uk/recycling for details.

What goes where?
Food waste Container

	All cooked and uncooked food 
	Dairy products: cheese and eggs
	 Fruit and vegetable peelings
	 Tea bags and coffee grounds
	Meat and fish bones

Plastics, glass, cans and cartons Container
	 Plastic bottles 
	 Plastic pots, tubs and trays etc.
	Glass jars and bottles
	Cans, tins, aerosols and tin foil
	 Food and drink cartons

Paper and card Container
	Newspapers and  
magazines 
	Card and cardboard
	 Toilet/kitchen roll tubes
	 Egg boxes

Non-recyclable waste Container
	Non-recyclable rubbish
	 Food-stained cardboard  
(i.e. dirty pizza boxes)
	 Plastic bags and film
	 Polystyrene
	Nappies

	 	 No plastic bags
 (use compostable 

liners or newspapers 
to line your caddy)

	 	 No nappies

	 	 No plastic bags

  No plastic film

	 	 No plastic bags
	 	No food and drink cartons
	 	No tissues
	 	 No wrapping paper (which doesn’t 
pass the “scrunch test” or is glittery) 

	No recycling or food waste
	No electrical items or  
batteries
	No gas canisters

Houses 
Collected every week

Flats

Houses 
Collected every 2 weeks

Paper and card must be clean and dry

Flats

Flats

Rinse and squash these items

Houses 
Collected every 2 weeks

Houses 
Collected every 2 weeks

Flats

My collection was missed Go to sutton.gov.uk/recycling and fill in your address and the material
which was missed. Our crews will then be alerted to return to collect.

There’s a fly-tip down the road Report it at sutton.gov.uk/flytipping and our crews will visit the location to remove the fly-tip.

There’s an overflowing street 
litter bin Report it at sutton.gov.uk/report and our crews will empty it.

I want to visit the Kimpton Park 
Way Household Reuse and 
Recycling Centre

Book an appointment at sutton.gov.uk/hrrc

I want to make a complaint or 
leave a compliment Fill out the form at sutton.gov.uk/-/make-a-complaint-or-leave-feedback

What should I do if...

2
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‘Tis the season to recycle
Christmas is a time of year when we tend to generate more household waste than usual. 

But with a little planning and thought, there are lots of ways you can reduce your  
environmental impact without missing out on any of the fun. Here are a few top tips  

(and a festive playlist) to help you have a Green Christmas:

WEEE three kings
New electronics are popular at Christmas, 
but make sure any waste electrical and 
electronic equipment (WEEE) is disposed of 
correctly at the Kimpton Park Way HRRC, 
rather than in your general waste bin, 
which could cause fires.

Our finest gifts we bring
Rather than buying a gift, make your own  
to save on waste and cash - bake some 
Christmas cookies, knit a scarf or create a 
natural Christmas decoration from foliage  
like holly or mistletoe.

Make a list and check it twice
Plan what Christmas gifts and food you need 
in advance and only buy what you need to 
help reduce unnecessary waste. Put leftovers to 
good use by getting creative in the kitchen  
- visit lovefoodhatewaste.com  
for inspiration.

All we want for Christmas…  
is for you to recycle
At this time of year, try to choose recyclable 
wrapping paper - try the scrunch test! If 
scrunched paper keeps its shape then it can 
be recycled. If it bounces back or  
has glitter on, it needs to  
go in the rubbish bin.

Chestnuts roasting
Go cold turkey on putting food waste in 
your rubbish bin this Christmas. Remember 
to recycle all of your meat and fish bones, 
vegetable peelings, plate scrapings (and 
chestnut shells) using your weekly food waste 
collection service.

The very next day, you gave it away
We all receive unwanted gifts at times, so 
why not donate them to a charity shop, or to 
people in your local community using a free 
online service such as Freegle  
ilovefreegle.org

Finally, make it a New Year’s resolution  
to recycle more and waste less in 2023. 

Did you know that the average family in the UK could save £720  
a year by saving food from the bin? The cost of living crisis is 
affecting us all and one of the easiest ways to save money is 
reducing food waste. Check out our top tips to help you stop 
wasting two of the most commonly discarded food items and to 
start saving money:
• Bread is best stored in its original packaging in a cupboard, 

bread bin or freezer. Avoid storing it in the fridge as this can 
make the bread go stale more quickly.

• Potatoes can be stored in the fridge to keep them fresh for up  
to three weeks longer than if stored in the cupboard.

For more hints and tips on how to reduce food waste, and save 
money, visit: lovefoodhatewaste.com

Wasting too much 
food? Stop wasting, 
start saving

Nitrous Oxide canisters  
are no laughing matter
In recent months thousands of ‘creamer 
canisters’ have ended up mixed in 
with household rubbish at Viridor’s 
Energy Recovery Facility in 
Beddington. The nitrous oxide (or 
‘laughing gas’) they contain is 
intended for use in the catering 
industry but is also increasingly 
being used for recreational purposes. 
Aside from the serious health risks of 
taking laughing gas, the canisters it is stored in can also 
cause major damage to waste treatment facilities, and 
present a potential safety risk to staff. Please remember to 
leave these out of your general waste bin and take them to 
the HRRC at Kimpton Park Way. 
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Recycling and waste collections will change over the festive season:

Christmas and New Year collections

Usual collection day Revised collection day Change

Monday 26 December Wednesday 28 December 2 days later
Tuesday 27 December Thursday 29 December 2 days later

Wednesday 28 December Friday 30 December 2 days later
Thursday 29 December Saturday 31 December 2 days later
Friday 30 December Tuesday 3 January 4 days later

Saturday 31 December Saturday 31 December No change
Monday 2 January Wednesday 4 January 2 days later
Tuesday 3 January Thursday 5 January 2 days later

Wednesday 4 January Friday 6 January 2 days later
Thursday 5 January Saturday 7 January 2 days later
Friday 6 January Monday 9 January 3 days later

Saturday 7 January Saturday 7 January No change
Monday 9 January Tuesday 10 January 1 day later
Tuesday 10 January Wednesday 11 January 1 day later

Wednesday 11 January Thursday 12 January 1 day later
Thursday 12 January Friday 13 January 1 day later
Friday 13 January Saturday 14 January 1 day later

Saturday 14 January Saturday 14 January No change
Collections to return to normal from Monday 16 January 2023.  

Please remember to put your bins out by 6:00am on your collection day.

December 2017 3
Working 
together 
to tackle 
waste

The HRRC will be open normal hours (9am - 5pm, Monday - Saturday 
/ 9am - 2pm Sunday) over the festive period with the following exceptions:

Kimpton Park Way Household Reuse and 
Recycling Centre (HRRC) opening hours

Christmas Eve:
9am - midday

Boxing Day:
Closed

Christmas Day:
Closed

New Year’s Day:
Closed

Remember that you now need to book 
ahead before you visit the HRRC.
Please visit sutton.gov.uk/hrrc  
to book your time slot.

Want your real Christmas tree to be 
collected? Put it out by 6.00am on 
Monday 9 January 2023 and it will be 
collected as soon as possible.

Remember to remove all decorations, 
pots etc. Put your tree close to the front 
boundary of your property, visible to 
collection crews and so it won’t block the 
pavement. If you live in a flat, put your 
tree outside the bin store but don’t block 
access to it.

Alternatively you can:

• Take your tree to be composted  
at the HRRC

• Leave it next to your rubbish bin  
on your collection day (it will not  
be recycled)

• Chop it up to create a winter shelter 
for animals in your garden or add it 
to your compost heap

Christmas tree collections
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6 

1 Introduction 

 

 Background 

 

In July 2022 DJS Research was commissioned by the South London Waste Partnership 

(SLWP) to undertake a residents’ survey to understand residents’ perceptions of waste 

management and to build on research previously conducted in 2010, 2013, 2016 and 

2019. 

 

SLWP also wished to compare the views of residents who live within the locality of the 

Beddington Farmlands site (home to the Beddington Energy Recovery Facility, landfill site, 

waste transfer station and the focal point of the SLWP’s waste management activities) to 

see whether they differ from the SLWP region as a whole.  This area is defined as residents 

who live within the six nearest wards1: Beddington Ward, Hackbridge Ward, Broad Green 

Ward, West Thornton Ward, Cricket Green Ward, Pollards Hill Ward. 

 

 Methodology 

 

In August and September 2022, 1007 telephone interviews were conducted with residents 

across the four London boroughs of Croydon, Kingston, Merton and Sutton. Representative 

quotas were set during the fieldwork at a borough level by age, gender and working 

status. 

 

On an observed statistic of 50%, a sample size of 1007 is subject to a maximum standard 

error of +/-3% at the 95% level of confidence. This means that if all residents living within 

the boundaries of the SLWP had responded to the survey, we are 95% confident that a 

figure of 50% in this report would actually have been between 53% and 47%.   

 

370 shorter booster interviews within the locality of the Beddington Farmlands site were 

conducted at the same time, using a face to face methodology, to gauge whether the 

views of residents living near the site differed from the core sample area, with particular 

attention to the questions concerning the treatment of non-recyclable waste.  Quotas were 

set at a ward level by age, gender and working status.  

 

A sample size of 370 is subject to a maximum standard error of +/- 5.1%. 

 

  

 

1 Take care when comparing results for the Booster interviews from the last survey as there were Boundary changes in 

Sutton in 2021.  
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 Weighting the data 

 

The extent to which results can be generalised from a sample depends on how well the 

sample represents the population from which it is drawn. As for all surveys of this type, 

although a random sample of telephone numbers was selected, and quotas were set 

during fieldwork, the achieved sample was not perfectly representative. 

 

Under these circumstances, inferences about the views of the population can be improved 

by calculating weights for any under or over-sampling of particular groups. Weights are 

assigned by comparing the sample proportions for particular groups with known population 

characteristics from other sources for the same groups. Each observation is then multiplied 

by its weight to ensure that the weighted sample will conform to the known population 

characteristics. 

 

To ensure that the data set is representative the data has been weighted by age, gender 

and working status at a borough level. Demographic weights were based on the 2020 mid-

year population estimates/2011 census. 

 

 Reporting conventions 

 

Results have been presented rounded to 0 decimal places – this may mean that some 

totals exceed 100%. This also has implications regarding how summary percentages 

appear. For example, if 25.4% of residents state they are very satisfied and 30.3% of 

residents are fairly satisfied, these figures are rounded down to 25% and 30% 

respectively. However, the sum of these two responses is 55.7%, which is rounded up to 

56%, whereas the individual rounded responses suggest this total should be 55%. This 

explains any instances of where summary text does not match a graph or table it is 

referring to. Throughout the report the abbreviation ‘cf.’ is used as shorthand for 

‘compared to’ when examining the data, especially among different sample groupings. 

 

Where possible the findings have been compared to the 2012, 2010, 2016 and 2019 

surveys. 

 

In addition to this written report, data tabulations have also been produced which present 

the data as a whole. 

 

In this report when referring to the Booster sample, this refers to residents who live within 

the six nearest wards of the Beddington Farmlands site: Beddington Ward, Hackbridge 

Ward, Broad Green Ward, West Thornton Ward, Cricket Green Ward, Pollards Hill Ward.  

They have been reported in a separate section in the report, with direct comparisons to 

the core interviews on all questions.  A booster sample was first undertaken in 2019 and 

these interviews were conducted by telephone.  Over recent years, it has become 

increasingly difficult to obtain telephone interviews in very small geographical areas, and 

Page 27



 

8 

fieldwork took longer than anticipated because of this.  To improve the representativeness 

of the sample and to ensure that fieldwork could be conducted effectively for this wave 

and in the future, these interviews were conducted face to face in 2022.  When changing 

methodology, it is always difficult to identify whether any differences in responses from 

one year to the next are down to methodological differences. Although both a face to face 

and telephone interviewing approach are both interviewer-led, DJS Research has observed 

some differences between responses within the core and booster samples.  DJS Research 

has looked at the profiles of the samples and these differences are across the board – and 

not just within one group or sub sample.  The profiles of the samples are also comparable 

with 2019 and so any differences cannot be explained by a shift in the profile of 

respondents.  For this reason DJS Research believes that the change in methodology has 

had an impact on the results in the booster areas in 2022.  For these reasons, the results 

of the booster interviews have been reported in a separate section of this report and are 

not presented in comparison with the 2019 research due to this methodological change.   
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2 Executive Summary 

 

 Attitudes towards recycling 

Commitment among the public to recycle remains high in 2022, however significantly 

fewer respondents than in 2019 recycle as much as they can, even if it requires additional 

effort.  One in five say they recycle when it is easy to do so.  Only a small minority of 

respondents say they do not recycle. 

 

 Motivations and barriers to recycling 

Three-fifths of residents who currently recycle indicate that their reason for doing so is the 

resulting environmental benefits. The remaining reasons are mentioned by around one tenth 

or fewer but include:  

• It’s the right thing to do/I want to do it 

• Second nature/easy/easier than not doing it 

• Helps future generations 

• Reduces the amount of landfill 

• To get rid/avoid waste 

• Encouragement from the local council 

 

The responses on what motivates recycling behaviours are largely unchanged from 2019, 

although there is an indication that residents continue to recognise the benefits of recycling 

on the environment. 

 

When asked what prevents them from recycling more of the waste produced in their 

household the most common response given by was nothing, i.e. that they already make 

every effort to recycle (34%).  When barriers to recycling activity were mentioned, these 

most commonly related to the range of materials it is possible to recycle, not having 

enough space for their recycling and confusion over what can be recycled. 

 

 Perceptions of recycling 

A similar proportion to 2019 agree that they feel their own recycling efforts make a difference 

but the agree strongly figure is significantly lower than the 2019 finding (30% cf. 38%). 

 

Half of residents would like more information on what can and can’t be recycled, but this is 

again lower than in 2019, and two-fifths of residents agree that they need to know more 

information either about the benefits or recycling and waste minimisation.  The desire for 

more information is driven by greater effort and engagement in recycling behaviours. 

 

Trust in the councils was continuing to improve wave on wave, with the proportion of 

residents strongly agreeing that their council does not recycle all the items collected for 

recycling showing a downward trend over the previous 9 years (from 31% in 2010 to 15% 

in 2019), however the proportion strongly agreeing in 2022 is 21%, the first increase for 3 

Page 29



 

10 

waves, but still significantly lower than 2010.   

 

It is also encouraging that in 5 years time residents believe that a recycling rate of 76% is 

achievable, and believe that the current recycling rate sits at 43%, compared to the actual 

rate of 48%.   

 

Residents were asked which measure they feel is the most relevant to use for measuring 

recycling rates – the percentage of waste that is recycled or composted or by carbon 

footprint. Nearly half believe that councils’ recycling rates should be judged by their carbon 

footprint (47%) rather than the recycling rate itself, while around two-fifths say the latter 

(38%).   

 

Levels of current knowledge about where recycling is taken and what it’s turned into are 

relatively low, with over two-thirds saying they don’t know very much or nothing at all.  

Over three-quarters said they would like to know more about the subject. 

 

One third say they know a great deal or a fair amount about the terms ‘carbon neutral’ 

and ‘net carbon zero’.  However, when asked if they’re aware of anything their local 

council is doing to reduce the carbon impact of recycling and waste collection in the 

borough, only one in ten said they were aware. 

 

Trust is highest for the local council, with nearly half of respondents providing a rating of 4 

or 5, although this rating has decreased from over half in 2019.  This is closely followed by 

other individuals.  Over two-fifths have trust for SLWP and private waste management and  

one third trust local businesses/shops.  Trust is lowest for National Government with less 

than three in ten providing a trust rating of either 4 or 5. 

 

 Communications 

In the context of the finding reported earlier, where half of residents agree that they need 

more information on what can be recycled, it is interesting to note that only two-fifths feel 

that their local council keeps them very or fairly well informed about what can and cannot 

be recycled.  Informed levels have dropped significantly since 2019 (52% to 43%).   

 

 HRRCs 

Two-thirds of residents use their local tip at least once or twice a year, significantly lower 

than three-quarters reported in 2019. The majority of residents also remain pleased with 

the service provided at their local tip with four-fifths satisfied with the overall service 

provided and two-fifths indicating that the service has improved over the last few years. 

 

Questions regarding the introduction of the online booking system (at Kimpton Park Way, 

Villiers Road and Garth Road) suggest it is generally easy to use, with seven in ten rating it 

very or fairly easy.  Satisfaction with the availability of slots were similar to ease of use, 

with over seven in ten being satisfied.  Three-fifths say the introduction of the online 
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booking system has been positive.  The fair use policy (at Kimpton Park Way and Villiers 

Road) hadn’t had a negative impact on residents (seven in ten said it hadn’t) with one in 

ten not aware of the policy at all. 

 

 SLWP 

There has been a steady increase in awareness of the South London Waste Partnership 

since 2012, from 12% in 2013, 23% in 2016, 30% in 2019 and 37% in 2022.  However, 

62% of residents remain unaware of the Partnership, with 1% answering don’t know.  

Despite an upturn in awareness of the South London Waste Partnership, the proportion 

who indicate that they know a great deal or a fair amount about it has remained relatively 

stable from 2019 to 2022 at around one quarter.  Awareness of what the organisation is 

responsible for remains unchanged since 2019, with responses most commonly given 

relating to the collection of waste, its subsequent disposal and recycling facilities and 

landfill sites. 

 

 Landfill 

The importance of sending less waste to landfill remains clearly understood by the 

residents of Croydon, Merton, Sutton and Kingston. Over nine in ten residents indicate that 

that this is important and within this, virtually the same as reported in 2019.  Alternatives 

to landfill suggest that waste should be burned, incinerated or treated to recover energy 

but more than one in ten say it should still be sent to landfill. 

 

 Energy recovery facilities 

In 2018, the £205m energy recovery facility (ERF) at the former landfill recycling/waste 

transfer station in Beddington, Sutton became operational.  

 

When asked specifically about their knowledge of energy recovery facilities only one in ten 

indicated that they know either a great deal or a fair amount about them virtually the 

same as in 2019; around one third of residents don’t know anything at all. 

 

Awareness of the Beddington ERF site has decreased since 2019, with fewer than three in 

ten saying they were aware of it. 

 

Energy recovery facilities are still seen as a good alternative to landfill for non-recyclable 

waste, and support for the technology has almost recovered to the proportions witnessed in 

2016.  Seven in ten residents agree that these facilities are a good way to dispose of non-

recyclable waste and that they represent a better way of disposing of waste than landfill. 

 

Only a small proportion are aware that the Environment Agency is responsible for 

regulating ERFs (5%, down from 12% in 2019). 
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 Home waste collection services 

Two-thirds of respondents are satisfied with their recycling and waste collection service, with 

residents living in Kingston being most satisfied.   

 

Three in ten respondents subscribe to their local garden waste collection service (32%) and  

three-quarters of subscribers are satisfied with the garden waste collection service (84%) 

and over nine in ten subscribers think they will renew their subscription next year (93%). 

 

These figures are similar to those reported in 2019. 

 

 The local area 

Fewer than half of respondents in the SLWP area as a whole are satisfied with the cleanliness 

of the residential streets in their area (48%); and only 13% of respondents think that the 

cleanliness of streets has got better over the last two years, with one third saying they’d got 

worse (33%).   

 

Fewer respondents are satisfied with the cleanliness of the streets in the local town centre 

(39%). 

 

These figures are down on those reported in 2019 (54% residential streets in your area 

and 46% local town centre). 

 

 Core vs booster interviews 

 

Attitudes towards recycling 

Respondents interviewed as part of the booster survey have significantly different attitudes 

towards recycling than the core sample, and also to what was reported in 2019.  Less than 

half say they recycle as much as they can, even if it requires additional effort (44%), 

significantly fewer than the core sample (71%) and significantly lower than in 2019 (79%).  

One third say they recycle when it is made easy to do so, and only requires a little 

additional effort, significantly more than the main sample (22% cf. 33%) and significantly 

higher than in 2019 (22%).  One fifth say they only recycle if it does not require any 

additional effort (22%), significantly more than the main sample (4%) and a significant 

increase since 2019 (2%).   

 

Change in waste produced and recycled 

Significantly fewer residents in the booster areas say they produce more waste compared 

to the core sample.  There are also significantly fewer saying they recycle more. 

 

Impact of Covid-19 on recycling habits 

Booster area residents are significantly less likely to strongly agree with the statement 

“The Covid-19 pandemic resulted in me and those in my household spending more time at 

home and contributed to the production of more household waste” than residents in the 
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core sample; they’re more likely to slightly agree than the core sample, which does mean 

net satisfaction shows only a 5% point difference. 

 

Knowledge of where recycling is taken 

Booster area residents are significantly less likely to say they know nothing at all about 

where their recycling is taken and what it’s turned into than the core sample.  They are 

more likely to say they know a fair amount. Significantly fewer residents would like to 

know more about where recycling is taken than the core sample. 

 

Knowledge of carbon neutral terminology 

Booster residents are significantly more likely to say they know nothing at all about the 

terms carbon neutral and net carbon zero than the core sample.  However, they’re 

significantly more likely than the core sample to say that they are aware of things the local 

council is doing to reduce the carbon impact and waste collection and treatment in the 

borough. 

 

SLWP 

Awareness of SLWP is significantly higher among residents living in the booster area than 

the core sample, and residents in the booster wards are significantly more likely to say 

they know a great deal or a fair amount about South London Waste Partnership than the 

core sample. 

 

Attitudes towards landfill 

Net importance amongst booster residents is similar to the core sample, with over nine in 

ten saying it’s important to send less waste to landfill.  However, the intensity of views is 

significantly different across the two samples: booster area residents are significantly less 

likely to say it’s very important to send less waste to landfill and more likely to say it’s 

fairly important than the core sample.  Significantly more residents in the booster wards 

would like to see non-recyclable waste re-used if possible or disposed of in a 

clean/environmentally safe way, compared to the core sample who say it should be 

burned/incinerated/treated to recover energy most often. 

 

Energy Recovery Facilities 

Significantly more residents living in the booster wards are aware of the Energy Recovery 

Facility in Beddington than the core sample (52% cf. 28%). Not a surprising result given 

their vicinity to the site.  Over half of residents in the booster areas think that the local 

council is officially responsible for deciding if an ERF is safe, the top answer given by the 

core sample too.  However one in five correctly know that it is the Environment Agency 

who officially decides, significantly higher than the core sample (22% cf. 5%). 

 

Home waste collection services 

Satisfaction with waste collection services is significantly higher among residents living in 

the booster areas.  Nearly nine in ten residents say they are satisfied with the services, 

compared to two-thirds in the core sample. 
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3 Attitudes towards recycling and the environment 

 

 Attitudes towards recycling 

Commitment among the public to recycle remains high in 2022, however significantly 

fewer respondents recycle as much as they can, even if it requires additional effort than in 

2019 (71% cf. 75%).  One in five (22%) say they recycle when it is easy to do so.  Only a 

small minority of respondents say they do not recycle (2%).   

 

Figure 1: Attitudes towards recycling 

 

 

Analysis of responses by age shows that the commitment to recycling as much as possible 

is lowest among those aged 16 to 34 (59%), significantly lower than all other age groups. 

 

Table 1: Attitudes to recycling by age 

 

 16-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 

Recycle as much as you can, even 

if it requires additional effort 
59% 71% 77% 73% 83% 

Recycle when it is made easy to 

do so, and only requires a little 
additional effort 

30% 19% 20% 25% 14% 

Only recycle if it does not require 
any additional effort 

8% 5% 2% 2% 2% 

Do not recycle 3% 4% 1% 0% 0% 

Base: All respondents 314 204 182 133 174 
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 Change in waste produced and recycled 

When residents were asked to think about their waste production relative to this time a 

year ago, three-fifths (61%) indicate that it is unchanged, significantly higher than 

reported in 2019 (52%).  One fifth of residents feel that they produce less waste than a 

year ago, a significantly lower proportion than in 2019 (22% cf. 30%).  Encouragingly, the 

figure for producing more waste than last year has remained static since 2019, at 17%.  It 

is worth noting that when residents were asked to compare their waste production to a 

year ago, this period was during the Covid-19 pandemic, and not a ‘normal’ period, 

therefore this may have had an impact on the views being expressed. 

 

Figure 2: Change in quantity of waste produced 

 

 

Younger residents (aged up to 44) are more likely to say they produce more waste than they 

did last year when compared to the older age groups (45+). 

 

Table 2: Change in quantity of waste produced by age 

 

 16-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 

More  27% 21% 7% 7% 10% 

About the same 52% 58% 68% 67% 71% 

Less 21% 20% 25% 25% 19% 

Base: All respondents 134 164 192 223 294 

 

Other significant differences are evident for respondents saying they produce more waste 

than they did last year: 

• working (20% cf. 12% non-working) 
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• non-white ethnicities (25% cf. 14% white ethnicities) 

• no children in household (14% cf. 21-35% having one or more child) 

The figure below shows actual waste tonnages over the last 8 years2.  It shows a positive 

downward trend with a ‘blip’ during Covid that had started to reverse.  Volumes of waste 

seem to be driven to some extent by economic forces, and the impact of the cost-of-living 

crisis may have a negative impact on the volume of waste households produce in the 

future.   

 

Figure 3: Total SLWP waste arisings (tonnes) 

 

 

 

When the 2019 survey was conducted, respondents were being asked to think back to 

2018, and compare volumes of waste and recycling habits.  The four boroughs launched a 

new collection contract with Veolia in 2017, which made significant changes including the 

introduction of wheelie bins, fortnightly residual collections and new food waste recycling 

services. You can see the impact that had on waste arising in the chart above.  These 

service changes took 2 years to roll out. So it’s not surprising that when residents were 

asked in 2019 to compare their waste and recycling behaviours with the year before, many 

felt they were recycling more and wasting less due to the substantial service changes that 

had been introduced. 

 

Alongside this, three-fifths of respondents recycle about the same amount year on year 

(60%), significantly higher than reported in 2019 (43%).  However, significantly fewer feel 

that the quantity of their household waste they recycle is higher (33% cf. 51% 2019).  

Encouragingly, the proportion saying they recycle less year on year remains low at 6%, 

the same as in 2019.   

 

2 Source: South London Waste Partnership 
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Figure 4: Change in quantity of waste recycled 
 

 

Younger residents (aged up to 44) are more likely to say they recycle more than they did 

last year when compared to the older age groups (45+). 

 

Table 3: Change in quantity of waste recycled by age 

 

 16-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 

More  37% 39% 30% 32% 23% 

About the same 54% 55% 65% 63% 69% 

Less 8% 5% 6% 5% 7% 

Base: All respondents 134 164 192 223 294 

 

The results from these two questions show residents feel they are producing about the 

same amount of waste and recycling the same proportion of that waste as they were 12 

months ago – a positive result overall.   
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 Impact of Covid-19 on recycling habits 

 

A new question was introduced in 2022 asking respondents whether they agreed with the 

statement: “The Covid-19 pandemic resulted in me and those in my household spending 

more time at home and contributed to the production of more household waste”.   

 

Over half of respondents agreed with the statement (55%), whereas around one quarter 

disagreed (26%). 

 

Figure 5: Whether Covid-19 contributed to the production of more 
household waste 

 

Respondents under 35 are significantly more likely to agree that the pandemic has 

contributed to the production of more household waste. 

 

Table 4: Whether Covid-19 contributed to the production of more household 
waste by age 

 

 16-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 

Net disagree 12% 24% 26% 35% 47% 

Net agree 70% 58% 56% 45% 32% 

Base: All respondents 134 164 192 223 294 

 

Other significant differences are evident for: 

• Working 60% agree cf. 46% non-working 

• Non-white ethnicities 66% cf. 52% White ethnicities 
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4 Motivations and barriers to recycling 

 

 Motivations for recycling 

Three-fifths (63%) residents who currently recycle indicate that their reason for doing so is 

the resulting environmental benefits. The remaining reasons are mentioned by around one 

tenth or fewer but include: it’s the right thing to do/I want to do it (11%), second 

nature/easy/easier than not doing it (10%), helps future generations (6%), reduces the 

amount of landfill (6%), to get rid/avoid waste (6%) and encouragement from the local 

council (4%). These responses on what motivates recycling behaviours are largely 

unchanged from 2019, although there is an indication that residents are continuing to 

recognise the benefits of recycling on the environment. 

 

All other comments in this category were mentioned by fewer than 4%, but include: 

• Everyone else is doing it 

• Encouragement from friends/family/ neighbours 

• Encouragement from central government 

• It can be reused (e.g. give to others, use more than once, energy etc.) 

• Plastics/reducing plastics 

• Helps with the household rubbish bin space 

• I have no choice/I was asked to 

 

Figure 6: Reasons or motivations for recycling household waste 

 

 

As shown below, probing these reasons by age shows that the response ‘good for the 

environment’ was most commonly given by all age groups, but that this response is 

particularly prevalent among residents aged 35 to 64  (35-44 – 70%, 45-54 – 70%, 55-64 

– 66%), as opposed to the youngest 16 to 35 (58%) and oldest ages 65+ (53%). 
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Table 5: Reasons or motivations for recycling household waste by age 

 

 16-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 

Good for the environment 58% 70% 70% 66% 53% 

It’s the right/a good thing to do/I 

want to do it 
11% 12% 9% 10% 12% 

Second nature/easy/easier than not 

doing it 
13% 8% 9% 8% 9% 

Helps future generations 6% 9% 6% 5% 6% 

To get rid of/avoid waste/I do not like 
waste/nothing should be wasted 

7% 6% 3% 6% 9% 

To prevent it going to/reduce the 
amount of landfill 

5% 2% 8% 8% 6% 

Base: All who recycle 130 158 189 221 291 

 

 Barriers to recycling 

When asked what, if anything, prevents them from recycling more of the waste produced 

in their household the most common response given by 34% was nothing, i.e. that they 

already make every effort to recycle.  When barriers to recycling activity were mentioned, 

these most commonly related to the range of materials it is possible to recycle (20%), not 

having enough space for their recycling (Bin / box/ sack not being big enough – 7%, Not 

enough space to store recyclables – 4%, Not collected often enough – 4%) and confusion 

over what can be recycled (confusion over plastic recycling – 6%; don’t know what I 

should be recycling – 5%; packaging is non-recyclable – 4%).  

 

Other barriers were mentioned by 3% or fewer residents and include: 

• Don’t have enough information 

• Inconvenient 

• All gets mixed in together anyway 

• No recycling centres nearby 

• The councils’ policies/rules/changes 

• Lazy/too much effort/too much hassle 

• There is no doorstep collection scheme 

• Couldn’t be bothered to wash it/too much hassle to wash it/smelly 

• No compost bin 

• Time/lack of time/too busy 

• I don’t know where to take it/what to do with it 

• Transport/lack of transport 
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Figure 7: Barriers to recycling more of the waste produced at home 

 

 

Residents living in Kingston are more likely than the other boroughs to say that recycling is 

inconvenient (8% cf. 4% Croydon, 2% Merton and Sutton), and also more likely than 

Merton and Sutton to say the council’s policies/rule/changes affect their likelihood to 

recycle (5% Kingston cf. 1% Sutton, 0% Merton). 

 

Residents in Sutton are significantly more likely than Merton residents to say their 

recycling bin/box/sack is not big enough (9% cf. 4% respectively). 

 

A significantly higher proportion of residents aged over 65 (49%) are likely to state that 

they are already making every effort they can, than all other age groups (32% 16 to 34, 

25% 35 to 44, 32% 45 to 54, 34% 55 to 64).  
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5 Perceptions of recycling 

 

 Understanding about what happens to recycling 

All respondents were asked to what extent they agree or disagree with four statements 

relating to their perceptions on what happens with recycling after it has been collected. 

Two-thirds (64%) agree that they feel their own recycling efforts make a difference, with 

three in ten strongly agreeing (30%).  The agree strongly figure is significantly lower than 

the 2019 finding (38% strongly agree). 

 

Half of residents would like more information on what can and can’t be recycled (51%), 

but this is lower than in 2019 (58%), and two-fifths of residents agree that they need to 

know more information either about the benefits or recycling and waste minimisation 

(40%).  The desire for more information is driven by greater effort and engagement in 

recycling behaviours. 

 

Trust in councils actually recycling all items collected has increased since 2019; over two-

fifths agree in 2022 (43% cf. 36% 2019).  Net agree scores have decreased slightly since 

2019 for residents feeling their own recycling efforts make a difference and needing more 

information on what can and can’t be recycled, whereas the score for needing to know 

more about the benefits of recycling and waste minimisation has remained unchanged. 

 

Figure 8: Attitudes towards different aspects of recycling 

 

Significant differences by borough are mainly concerning Kingston residents.  They are 

least likely to agree the council actually does recycle all the items collected (31% cf. 42% 

Merton, 45% Croydon, 53% Sutton), but they do believe their recycling efforts make a 

difference, significantly more so than Croydon residents (71% cf. 61% respectively) and 

Kingston residents are significantly more likely to agree they would like to know more 
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about what can and can’t be recycled than residents in Croydon and Merton ( 9% cf. 47% 

and 49% respectively).  

 

Residents aged between 16 and 34 are less likely to agree (53%) than those aged 45 to 

54 (72%), 55 to 64 (71%) and 65 or over (74%) that their own recycling efforts make a 

difference, this is possibly due to a lower proportion of younger residents recycling even if 

it requires additional effort.  

 

 Household recycling rates 

After removing those respondents who are unsure, on average, residents believe that 43% 

of household waste is currently recycled and the borough should be aiming to recycle 76% 

of household waste in the next 5 years.  Residents in Kingston say the current recycling 

rate in their borough is 51%, significantly higher than the other three boroughs (43% 

Sutton, 42% Croydon, 39% Merton); they also give a significantly higher desired rate 

(78%) than Croydon (75%) and Merton (74%), but the differences are less notable. 

 

A new question was introduced in 2022 with a statement to read out to respondents, as 

follows: “Local Councils are currently judged by their recycling rate – the percentage of 

waste (by weight) that is recycled or composted. An alternative approach could be to 

judge Councils by their Carbon Footprint (i.e. how much carbon they save by encouraging 

residents to minimise waste and recycle as much as they can)”. Residents were asked 

which measure they feel is the most relevant to use, taking into account the environmental 

challenges faced today, and nearly half (  %) believe that councils’ recycling rates should 

be judged by their carbon footprint rather than the recycling rate itself, which around 38% 

say should be the case.   

 

Figure 9: Recycling in the area 
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When comparing what residents perceive the current recycling rate to be against what the 

actual recycling rate is for each of the boroughs (as shown in Table 6 below), it is notable 

that residents in Merton and Sutton are under-estimating how much of their waste is 

currently recycled. A positive in the fact that the actual number is higher but further work 

is needed to make people aware of how much of their waste is currently recycled. 

 

Table 6: Perceived recycling rates vs actual recycling rates 

 

 Perceived 
recycling rate 

Current 
recycling rate 

Croydon 42% 41.3% 

Kingston 51% 47.6% 

Merton 39% 40.8% 

Sutton 43% 46.1% 

 

Residents in all boroughs are more in favour of councils being judged on their carbon 

footprint, however the gap between the two measures is significantly less notable in 

Croydon  and Sutton, as shown in Table 7 below. 

 

Table 7: How to judge recycling rates by borough 

 

 Croydon Kingston Merton Sutton 

Recycling rate 40% 34% 31% 44% 

Carbon footprint 43% 48% 54% 46% 

Base: All respondents  390 187 220 210 

 

Residents aged 16 to 34 are significantly more likely to say councils should be measured by 

their carbon footprint (56%), than those aged 35 to 44 (39%), 55 to 64 (44%) or 65+ 

(41%). 

 

 Knowledge of where recycling is taken 

 

New questions were introduced in 2022 asking residents how much they feel they know 

about where recycling is taken and what it’s turned into, and whether they would like to 

know more.  Levels of current knowledge are relatively low, with 68% saying they don’t 

know very much or nothing at all about where recycling is taken and what it’s turned into.  

Over three-quarters (78%) said they would like to know more about the subject. 
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Figure 10: Knowledge of where recycling is taken 

 

 

Residents in Kingston are significantly less likely to say they know nothing at all about 

where their recycling is taken (20%), than the other boroughs (37% Croydon, 37% 

Merton, 30% Sutton). 

 

Residents aged 65+ are significantly less likely to say they would like to know more about 

where their recycling is taken and what it’s turned into: 

• 16 to 34 - 79% 

• 35 to 44 – 82% 

• 45 to 54 – 79% 

• 55 to 64 – 79% 

• 65+ – 70% 
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 Knowledge of carbon neutral terminology 

 

Another new question in 2022 asked how much, if anything, residents knew about the 

terms ‘carbon neutral’ and ‘net carbon zero’.  One third say they know a great deal or a 

fair amount about the terms (33%), however, when asked if they’re aware of anything 

their local council is doing to reduce the carbon impact of recycling and waste collection in 

the borough, only one in ten said they were aware (11%). 

 

Figure 11: Knowledge of carbon neutral terminology 
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 Trust 

All respondents were asked, on a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 is not at all, and 5 is very much 

so, to what extent they trust other people/organisations to play their role in ensuring 

waste is recycled properly. As illustrated below, trust is highest for the local council, with 

48% of respondents providing a rating of 4 or 5, although this rating has decreased from 

53% in 2019.  This is closely followed by other individuals (47%).  Over two-fifths have 

trust for SLWP and private waste management companies (43% and 36% respectively).  

Local businesses/shops were introduced as part of the question in 2022, but only one third 

trust them to play their part.  Trust is lowest for National Government with 28% providing 

a trust rating of either 4 or 5. 

 

Figure 12: Trust levels amongst relevant people/organisations playing 

their part in recycling 
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6 Communications 

 

 Levels of information provision 

In the context of the finding reported earlier, where 51% of residents agree that they need 

more information on what can be recycled, it is interesting to note that only 43% feel that 

their local council keeps them very or fairly well informed about what can and cannot be 

recycled.  Informed levels have dropped significantly since 2019 (52% to 43%).   

 

The drop in informed levels is most noticeable in Croydon (37% cf. 50%), and Sutton 

(44% cf. 56%).  Whereas Merton has remained unchanged since 2019 at 46%. 

 

Figure 13: Perceptions of how well-informed local council keeps you about 

recycling 
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7 Household re-use and recycling centres 

 

 Frequency of use 

Two-thirds (66%) of residents make use of their local tip at least once or twice per year, 

with a further 7% doing so less often, this is significantly lower than in 2019 when three-

quarters were using their local tip at least once or twice a year (73%). The most common 

frequency with which tips are used is once every 3 month (23%), closely followed by once 

or twice a year (22%). Only a small proportion (2%) make use of their local tip weekly or 

fortnightly (3%), while at the other end of the scale only 2% of residents do not know 

where their nearest tip is. 

 

Figure 14: Frequency of use of local tip  

 

 

Residents aged 55 to 64 are least likely to say they never use their local tip than the other 

age groups: 

 

• 16 to 34 – 29% 

• 35 to 44 – 28% 

• 45 to 54 – 20% 

• 55 to 64 – 16% 

• 65+ – 24 % 
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The figure below shows the proportion of tip users (at least yearly) by borough and among 

key demographic groups. This illustrates that Kingston residents are the least common tip 

users (64%) and that users are most commonly found in the 55-64 age group (78%) and 

of non-BAME ethnicities (70%). 

 

Figure 15: Users of local tip at least once or twice a year 
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 Overall service provided at HRRC 

The intensity of the level of satisfaction expressed by local tip users has fallen since 2019.  

In 2022, 35% of tip users (those who use a tip at least once or twice a year) are very 

satisfied with the overall service provided by their tip, compared to 44% in 2019. 

However, within this it should be noted that the proportion of tip users showing net 

satisfaction (very satisfied and fairly satisfied) has not seen such a drastic decline (78% cf. 

80%). Overall dissatisfaction with local tip services remains low (8% of users). 

 

Figure 16: Satisfaction with the overall service provided by local tip 

 

 

Given that residents in each London borough are likely to be using different tip facilities it 

is important to examine these responses at borough level. However, this spatial analysis 

does not identify any significant variations in user satisfaction (Croydon:75%, Kingston: 

77%, Merton: 79%, Sutton: 83%).   
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 Service at HRRC improved or declined 

While overall levels of satisfaction with local tips has remained similar, and users of these 

facilities more commonly suggest that over the last few years these facilities have 

improved rather than got worse (42% compared to 17% respectively), it should be noted 

that the proportion saying they have got better has decreased significantly since 2019 

(42% cf. 54%). It could indicate that residents’ expectations have peaked and/or that 

service standards have reached an acceptable level, or that there are other factors driving 

overall satisfaction; continuing perceptions from changes made during the pandemic, for 

example. 

 

The resulting positive balance in opinion of +25 percentage points in 2022 is significantly 

lower than the +47 percentage points seen in 2019. This balance score is calculated by 

subtracting the proportion who feel the facilities have got worse from those who feel that 

they have got better.   

 

Half of residents in the booster wards say the facilities have improved, with 7% saying 

facilities have got worse; resulting in a positive balance opinion of +43 percentage points. 

 

Figure 17: Whether the service at local tip has got better or worse 

 

 

One quarter of Merton residents say that the service has got worse at their local tip (26%), 

a significantly higher proportion than in Croydon (13%) and Sutton (12%).  One in six 

Kingston residents said the service has got worse (17%), but this is not a significant 

difference versus the other boroughs. 
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 Which HRRC used 

 

As would be expected, residents in Kingston, Merton and Sutton are most likely to use 

their closest tip, with at least 9 out of 10 residents using the tip in their borough.  These 

figures should be 100% as residents are supposed to only use the tip in their borough; the 

numbers involved are extremely small and could be due to residents’ locality to each site 

at the time of need.  Croydon residents are most likely to use the tip on Factory Lane 

(43% of Croydon residents), followed by Purley Oaks (33%) and Fishers Farm (21%). 

 

Table 8: Which HRRC used 
 

 Total Croydon Kingston Merton Sutton 

Factory Lane (Croydon) 18% 43% 0% 4% 3% 

Purley Oaks (Croydon) 13% 33% 0% 1% 0% 

Fishers Farm (Croydon) 8% 21% 0% 0% 0% 

Kimpton Park Way (Sutton) 20% 2% 1% 2% 92% 

Villiers Road (Kingston) 19% 0% 99% 2% 2% 

Garth Road (Merton) 21% 0% 0% 91% 4% 

Base: All using their local tip 

once/twice a year 
760 292 145 166 157 

 

  

Page 53



 

34 

 Online booking system 

 

Users of Kimpton Park Way, Villiers Road or Garth Road tips were asked subsequent 

questions about the availability and ease of booking of the online booking system at these 

sites.  Seven in ten users find it easy to book a slot at their local tip (70%), with a similar 

proportion saying that they are satisfied with the availability of the slots (71%). 

 

Figure 18: Opinions of online booking system 

 

 

Significantly more Merton residents are likely to be dissatisfied with the availability of slots 

than Kingston residents (21% cf. 9% respectively), which could be explained by the fact 

they’re significantly more likely to say it’s difficult to book a slot (18% cf. 9% in Kingston 

and 8% in Sutton). 

 

When asked whether they thought the introduction of the online system had been a 

positive or negative one, three-fifths (61%) agreed it has been positive, compared to only 

20% negative.  Significantly more residents in Merton said that it has been negative (31% 

cf. 13% Kingston and 15% Sutton), but this is more than likely linked to the fact they’re 

dissatisfied with the availability of slots and also find it difficult to book a slot at their local 

site. 

 

Over three-quarters of residents using the Kimpton Park Way or Villiers Road sites say that 

the introduction of a fair use policy (which restricts the number of visits that can be made 

each year), hasn’t had a negative impact on them (78%). This compares with one fifth 

who say that it has had a negative impact. 
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Figure 19: Impact of online booking and fair use policy 
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8 Awareness and knowledge of the SLWP 

 

8.1 Awareness of SLWP 

There has been a steady increase in awareness of the South London Waste Partnership 

since 2012, from 12% in 2012, 23% in 2016, 30% in 2019 and 37% in 2022.  However, 

62% of residents remain unaware of the Partnership, with 1% answering don’t know. 

 

Breaking responses down further shows that awareness of the South London Waste 

Partnership is highest in Sutton (48%) , significantly higher than in Kingston (37%), 

Merton (35%) and Croydon (32%). 

 

Males (40%) are significantly more likely than females (34%) to have heard of the 

Partnership, and the differences in awareness by age in the figure below are significantly 

higher for residents aged 45 or above and of non-BAME ethnicity. 

 

Figure 20: Awareness of the South London Waste Partnership 
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8.2 Knowledge of the SLWP 

Despite an upturn in awareness of the South London Waste Partnership the proportion who 

indicate that they know a great deal or a fair amount about it has remained relatively 

stable from 2019 to 2022 (26% cf. 24%).  The most common response remains that they 

don’t know very much at all, which has fallen slightly from 64% in 2019 to 59% in 2022.   

 

Figure 21: Level of knowledge of the South London Waste Partnership? 

 

 

The level of understanding of the South London Waste Partnership expressed at this 

question varies significantly by borough, with two-fifths of residents in Kingston saying 

they know a great deal or a fair amount (39%), compared with 20% in Croydon, 31% in 

Merton and 22% in Sutton.  No respondents in Sutton said they know a great deal about 

SLWP.   

 

Significantly more 16 to 34 year olds know a fair amount, as shown in the table below. 

 

Table 9: Level of knowledge about the South London Waste Partnership by age 

 16-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 

A great deal 0% 2% 3% 3% 2% 

A fair amount 35% 20% 23% 23% 18% 

Not very much at all 55% 66% 56% 53% 63% 

Nothing at all 9% 11% 19% 20% 17% 

Base: All respondents aware of South 

London Waste Partnership 
38 57 80 97 124 
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8.3 SLWP responsibilities 

Those who have previously heard of the South London Waste Partnership were asked in an 

unprompted manner what the organisation is responsible for. The responses most 

commonly given related to the collection of waste (48%) and its subsequent disposal 

(32%). A further 32% mentioned recycling facilities and landfill sites. The same top three 

answers were given in 2019, however those saying disposal of waste has decreased 

significantly. 

 

Figure 22: What do you think the South London Waste Partnership is 

responsible for?  

 

 

Residents in Sutton are less likely than those in Merton to mention collection of waste 

(40% cf. 57%). 

 

Residents aged 16 to 34 are least likely to mention recycling and landfill sites as a key 

responsibility than all other age groups (23%); 35 to 44 (41%), 45 to 54 (36%), 55 to 64 

(33%) and 65+ (28%) but that is the main difference by demographics.  
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9 Landfill 

 

9.1 Attitude towards landfill 

The importance of sending less waste to landfill remains clearly understood by the 

residents of Croydon, Merton, Sutton and Kingston. Over nine in ten (95%) residents 

indicate that that this is important and within this, virtually the same as reported in 2019 

(96%). 

 

There are few significant differences given that residents in all boroughs and of different 

ages agree that it is important to send less waste to landfill. 

 

Figure 23: Importance of sending less of waste to landfill 

 

 

  

   

   

  

  

  

88%

8%

2%

1%

2%

81%

1 %

2%

1%

2%

 6%

18%

2%

1%

2%

 8%

16%

 %

1%

 %

              

                

                  

                    

          

2 22 (1   )

2 19 (1  2)

2 16 (1   )

2 1  (1   )

2 1  (1   )

                                                                                        

                          

         
   
(96%)

    
         

  
    

Page 59



 

40 

9.2 Alternatives to landfill 

Once we have reduced, reused and recycled as much as we can, it is inevitable that some 

waste will be left over. In this context all residents were asked what they think should be 

done with non-recyclable waste. This question was asked in an unprompted manner, with 

the spontaneous responses given being allocated by the telephone interviewer to pre-

existing list of options available on screen. While 37% of residents are unsure, (answering 

don’t know), 25% suggest that it should be burned, incinerated or treated to recover 

energy and 17% said it should be sent to landfill. 

 

Figure 24: What should be done with non-recyclable waste 
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10 Energy recovery facilities 

 

10.1 Knowledge of energy recovery facilities 

When asked specifically about their knowledge of energy recovery facilities only a minority 

of 12% indicated that they know either a great deal or a fair amount about them virtually 

the same as in 2019; the most common response remains that residents don’t know 

anything at all (34%). 

 

Figure 25: Level of awareness of energy recovery facilities (or 'Energy 

from Waste Facilities') 

 

 

In all four boroughs the majority of residents know not very much/nothing at all about 

energy recovery facilities, with those in Croydon most likely to give these responses (67% 

cf. 61% in Merton, 55% in Kingston and 53% in Sutton).  
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 Awareness of Beddington ERF 

Fewer than three in ten residents are aware that an energy recovery facility has been built 

in Beddington, Sutton (28%).  Awareness had been rising prior to this year but has 

dropped by four-percentage points since 2019. 

 

Given the site’s location, it’s understandable that residents in Sutton are most likely to 

know that the energy recovery facility has been built (53% cf. 19% for Kingston, 18% for 

Merton and 24% for Croydon). 

 

Figure 26: Awareness of Beddington ERF 

 

 

Residents aged 45 or above are most likely to be aware the ERF has been built, than 

amongst those aged 16 to 44: 

 

Table 10: Awareness of Beddington ERF by age 

 

 16-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 

Yes 18% 19% 31% 41% 45% 

No 82% 81% 69% 59% 55% 

Base: All respondents  134 164 192 223 294 
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 Views on energy recovery facilities 

Energy recovery facilities are still seen as a good alternative to landfill for non-recyclable 

waste, and support for the technology has almost recovered to the proportions witnessed 

in 2016.  Seven in ten residents agree that these facilities are a good way to dispose of 

non-recyclable waste (72% up from 66%) and that they represent a better way of 

disposing of waste than landfill (73% up from 69%).  

 

Figure 27: Agreement with ERF statements 

 

Support for energy recovery facilities as a way of treating non-recyclable waste is higher in 

Merton and Kingston (75% each) than Croydon (71%) and Sutton (67%), although none 

of these differences are significant.  The same pattern is evident for those who agree 

Energy Recovery Facilities are a better way of disposing of waste than landfill, with 79% of 

residents in Merton and 76% in Kingston agreeing, compared with 69% in Croydon and 

70% in Sutton. 

 

Support is highest among older residents, with 80% of 65+ year olds agreeing Energy 

Recovery Facilities are a good way to dispose of our non-recyclable waste and 82% 

agreeing Energy Recovery Facilities are a better way of disposing of waste than landfill. 

 

Table 11: Agreement with ERF statements by age 
 

 16-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 

Energy Recovery Facilities are a good way 

to dispose of our non-recyclable waste 
70% 66% 73% 72% 80% 

Energy Recovery Facilities are a better 

way of disposing of waste than landfill 
73% 66% 72% 70% 82% 

Base: All respondents  134 164 192 223 294 
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10.4 Perceived benefits of energy recovery facilities 

Irrespective of their prior knowledge of energy recovery facilities in general or of the 

Beddington ERF development, residents were asked to state what they think the biggest 

benefits of these facilities are. This question was asked in an unprompted manner, with the 

spontaneous responses given being allocated by the telephone interviewer to pre-existing 

list of options available on screen. Among these unprompted comments the benefits of an 

alternative source of/cheaper way to produce energy (34%) and of reducing landfill (34%) 

were most commonly mentioned.  Fewer than one in ten residents said that it was a cheap 

way to produce energy (8%). 

 

Figure 28: Perceived benefits of energy recovery facilities 
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 Perceived problems of energy recovery facilities 

When asked about the biggest problems associated with energy recovery facilities, three in 

ten residents (31%) were not able to give a response and answered don’t know. Among 

the remainder the most commonly identified drawback was an increase in pollution from 

emissions and associated impacts on public health which was mentioned by 42% of all 

residents. This question was again asked in an unprompted manner. 

 

Figure 29: Biggest problems with energy recovery facilities? 
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 Monitoring of energy recovery facilities 

Over two-fifths of residents (45%) believe that it is the local council who officially decides 

if an energy recovery facility is safe. This is followed by respondents thinking it is the 

central government that makes this assessment (37%). However, uncertainty on this issue 

remains with 33% unsure of which body officially decides if such a facility is safe, saying 

something else or don’t know. Notably, the Environment Agency are actually responsible 

for regulating ERFs and ensuring they are operating safely, however with only 5% stating 

this (significantly fewer than in 2019 – 12%) it suggests the Environment Agency could do 

considerably more to raise awareness of their role. 

 

Figure 30: Who officially decides if an energy recovery facility is safe 

 

 

There are few notable differences across the different boroughs, 10% of Kingston residents 

know that the Environment Agency officially decides that an ERF is safe, compared with 

5% each in Merton and Sutton, and 3% in Croydon. 
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11 Home waste collection service 

 

11.1 Satisfaction with waste collection service 

Two-thirds of respondents are satisfied with their recycling and waste collection service 

(66%), with residents living in Kingston being most satisfied (80%).  Around two-thirds of 

residents in Sutton and Merton are satisfied with the waste collection services in their area 

(71% and 64% respectively).  Merton residents are least satisfied (59%).   

 

Figure 31: Satisfaction with waste collection services 

 

 

Older respondents are more satisfied with their recycling and waste collection services 

than the younger age groups (83% 65+, 74% 55 to 64 and 66% 45 to 54 cf. 56% 35 to 

44 and 60% 16 to 34). 

 

Respondents who were dissatisfied with the waste collection service were asked an 

unprompted question about what problems they’d had with the service and the main 

problem seems to be missed collections (49%). 
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Figure 32: Problems experienced with waste collection services 

 

 

Others include: 

• Mixing of non-recyclable waste and recycling on collection 
• Nothing local/bins too far away 
• Bins not big enough/not enough of them 

• Broken bins 
• Spillages/rubbish left on ground 

• Attitude of refuse collectors 

 

 Garden waste collection service 

Three in ten respondents subscribe to their local garden waste collection service (32%). 

 

Kingston and Sutton residents are most likely to subscribe to their local garden waste 

collection service (40% and 39% respectively), whereas Croydon and Merton residents are 

least likely (27% each). 

 

Older respondents are most likely to subscribe to their local garden waste collection 

service, with the proportion steadily increasing by each age group: 

 

• 16 to 34 – 20% 

• 35 to 44 – 23% 

• 45 to 54 – 35% 

• 55 to 64 – 41% 

• 65+ – 53% 

 

Over four-fifths of subscribers are satisfied with the garden waste collection service (84%). 
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Kingston residents are significantly less satisfied with their garden waste collection service 

than those in the other boroughs (72% cf. 85% in Merton and Croydon and 94% in 

Sutton). 

 

Figure 33: Satisfaction with garden waste collection services 

 

Of those who were dissatisfied with the garden waste collection service, two-thirds said it 

was because of missed collections (65%).  Base sizes are too low to look at individual 

boroughs in isolation. 

 

Figure 34: Problems experienced with garden waste collection services 
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Over nine in ten subscribers think they will renew their subscription next year (93%).  

Kingston residents are least likely to renew (89%), which is not surprising given they were 

least satisfied with the service.   

 

Older respondents are more likely to renew their subscription compared with the younger 

age groups (16 to 34 85%, 35 to 44 91%, 45 to 54 91%, 55 to 64 98% and 65+ 97%). 

 

The main reason for not subscribing to the garden waste collection service is that it’s too 

expensive and because of unreliable collections.  This question was only answered by 10 

respondents so these results are indicative rather than conclusive. 
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12 The local area 

 

Respondents were asked to rate the cleanliness of the streets in their area and the streets 

in the local town centre.   

 

Kingston residents are most satisfied (64%), followed by Sutton residents (54%) and 

Croydon residents (43%).  Merton residents are least satisfied (33%). 

 

Fewer respondents are satisfied with the cleanliness of the streets in the local town centre 

(39%). 

 

Over half of Kingston residents are satisfied with the streets in their local town centre, 

followed by Sutton residents (55% and 51% respectively).  One third of Merton (33%) 

residents are satisfied.  However, only one fifth of Croydon residents are satisfied with 

their streets in their town centre (22%).   

 

Only 13% of respondents think that the cleanliness of streets has got better, with one 

third saying they’d got worse (33%) over the last two years.   

 

Figure 35: Satisfaction with cleanliness of streets 

 

 

Over two-fifths of Croydon residents said that the cleanliness of the streets in their local 

area had got worse over the past two years (44%), with fewer than three in ten Kingston, 

Merton and Sutton residents (29%, 27% and 25% respectively) saying the same. 
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13 Booster Interviews 

 

 Attitudes towards recycling and the environment 

Attitudes towards recycling 

Respondents interviewed as part of the booster survey have significantly different attitudes 

towards recycling than the core sample, and also to what was reported in 2019.  Less than 

half say they recycle as much as they can, even if it requires additional effort (44%), 

significantly fewer than the core sample (71%) and significantly lower than in 2019 (79%).  

One third say they recycle when it is made easy to do so, and only requires a little 

additional effort, significantly more than the main sample (33% cf. 22%) and significantly 

higher than in 2019 (22%).  One fifth say they only recycle if it does not require any 

additional effort (22%), significantly more than the main sample (4%) and a significant 

increase since 2019 (2%).   

 

Figure 36: Attitudes towards recycling – core vs booster 

 

 

Comparing the individual wards, residents living in West Thornton are significantly more 

likely than all other wards to say they recycle as much as they can (74% cf. 50% Broad 

Green, 46% Beddington, 33% Pollards Hill, 22% Cricket Green, 17% Hackbridge). 

 

Change in waste produced and recycled 

Two-thirds of residents in the booster area say they produce about the same amount of 

waste as last year (67%).  One in five say they produce less waste than they did last year 

(18%) and only one in ten (12%) say they produce more waste.  Significantly fewer 

residents in the booster areas say they produce more waste compared to the core sample 

(12% cf. 17%). 
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Alongside this, two-thirds of booster residents say they recycle about the same amount of 

waste as last year (65%), with one in six saying they recycle more (17%) and one in 

seven less (14%).  Significantly fewer residents in the booster area say they recycle more 

waste compared to the core sample (17% cf. 33%). 

 

Figure 37: Change in waste produced and recycled – core vs booster 

 

 

Looking at the individual wards, residents in all areas say they produce about the same 

amount of waste rather than more or less than last year, Hackbridge residents are most 

likely to say they produce more waste (25% cf. 4-17% for the other wards), but also 

recycle more than the other wards (30% cf. 2-22%).  Cricket Green residents are most 

likely to produce less waste than a year ago (34% cf. 3%-29%), but least likely to recycle 

more than they did, probably because they feel they have waste production in hand (2% 

cf. 8%-30%). 
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Impact of Covid-19 on recycling habits 

Booster area residents are significantly less likely to strongly agree with the statement 

“The Covid-19 pandemic resulted in me and those in my household spending more time at 

home and contributed to the production of more household waste” (16% cf. 31%).  

They’re more likely to slightly agree than the core sample, with net satisfaction only 

showing a 5% point difference. 

 

Figure 38: Impact of Covid-19 on recycling habits – core vs booster 

 

 

Residents in Pollards Hill are significantly less likely to agree the Covid-19 pandemic has 

contributed to the production of more household waste than the majority of the other 

wards: 

• Broad Green – 62%  

• West Thornton – 60% 

• Cricket Green – 59% 

• Beddington – 46% 

• Hackbridge – 39% 

• Pollards Hill – 27% 
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 Perceptions of recycling 

 

Knowledge of where recycling is taken 

Booster area residents are significantly less likely to say they know nothing at all about 

where their recycling is taken and what it’s turned into than the core sample (17% cf. 

32%).  They are more likely to say they know a fair amount (30% cf. 9% core). 

 

Significantly fewer residents would like to know more about where recycling is taken than 

the core sample (63% cf. 78%), which is understandable given they say they know a fair 

amount already. 

 

Figure 39: Perceptions of recycling – core vs booster 
 

 

 

Residents in Pollards Hill are significantly more likely to say they know nothing at all about 

where recycling is taken than the majority of the other wards: 

• Pollards Hill – 32% 

• West Thornton – 22% 

• Beddington – 17% 

• Hackbridge – 15% 

• Broad Green – 9%  

• Cricket Green – 5% 

 

Residents in Beddington are most likely to want to know more about where their recycling 

is taken and what it’s turned into, significantly higher than all other wards (with the 

exception of Cricket Green): 

• Beddington – 86% 

• Cricket Green – 77% 
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• West Thornton – 61% 

• Broad Green – 58%  

• Pollards Hill – 47% 

• Hackbridge – 42% 

 

Knowledge of carbon neutral terminology 

Booster residents are significantly more likely to say they know nothing at all about the 

terms carbon neutral and net carbon zero than the core sample (18% cf. 13%). 

 

However, they are significantly more likely than the core sample to say that they are 

aware of things the local council is doing to reduce the carbon impact and waste collection 

and treatment in the borough (18% cf. 11%). 

 

Figure 40: Knowledge of carbon neutral terminology – core vs booster 

 

 

Cricket Green residents are most likely to say they know nothing at all about the terms 

carbon neutral and net carbon zero (31%), significantly higher than Broad Green (8%) and 

Pollards Hill residents (5%). 

 

Residents in Beddington are most likely to be aware of activities the local council is doing 

to reduce the impact of recycling and waste collection and treatment in the borough 

(28%), significantly more so than residents in Hackbridge (7%) and West Thornton (15%).  
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 South London Waste Partnership 

 

Awareness of SLWP 

Awareness of SLWP is significantly higher among residents living in the booster area than 

the core sample (57% cf. 37%). 

 

Figure 41: Awareness of the South London Waste Partnership – core vs 

booster 

 

 

Awareness of SLWP is higher across all individual wards in the booster area than the core 

sample as a whole, and residents in Cricket Green have the highest awareness: 

• Cricket Green – 86% 

• Beddington – 76% 
• Pollards Hill – 51% 
• Hackbridge – 47% 

• Broad Green – 45% 

• West Thornton – 43% 
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Knowledge of SLWP 

Residents in the booster wards are significantly more likely to say they know a great deal 

or a fair amount about South London Waste Partnership than the core sample (26% cf. 

49%). 

 

Figure 42: Knowledge of the South London Waste Partnership – core vs 

booster 

 

 

Hackbridge residents are least likely to say they know a great deal or a fair amount about 

SLWP, with Cricket Green residents most knowledgeable: 

• Cricket Green – 83% 

• Beddington – 51% 

• Broad Green – 44% 

• West Thornton – 41% 

• Pollards Hill – 28% 

• Hackbridge – 16% 
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SLWP responsibilities 

Results amongst the booster residents are significantly higher for all statements about 

what SLWP is responsible for.  This is probably due to the fact the booster interview was 

far shorter than the core interview, giving face to face interviewers far more time to probe 

for answers. 

 

Figure 43: What do you think the SLWP is responsible for – core vs booster 
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 Landfill 

 

Attitudes towards landfill 

Net importance amongst booster residents is similar to the core sample, with over nine in 

ten saying it’s important to send less waste to landfill (9 % cf. 95% respectively).  

However, the intensity of views is significantly different across the two samples: booster 

area residents are significantly less likely to say it’s very important to send less waste to 

landfill and more likely to say it’s fairly important than the core sample, as shown in Figure 

44 below. 

 

Figure 44: Importance of sending less waste to landfill – core vs booster 

 

 

All residents living in Pollards Hill think it’s important to send less waste to landfill, the 

highest of all the wards, with Hackbridge being the lowest at 80%: 

• Pollards Hill – 100% 

• Beddington – 95% 
• Broad Green – 95% 
• Cricket Green – 93% 

• West Thornton – 91% 

• Hackbridge – 80% 
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What should be done with non-recyclable waste 

Significantly more residents in the booster wards would like to see non-recyclable waste 

re-used if possible or disposed of in a clean/environmentally safe way, compared to the 

core sample who say it should be burned/incinerated/treated to recover energy most often 

and mention other ideas far more frequently than the core sample.  As mentioned 

previously, this is probably due to the fact the booster interview was far shorter than the 

core interview, giving face to face interviewers far more time to probe for answers. 

 

Figure 45: What should be done with non-recyclable waste – core vs 

booster 
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 Energy Recovery Facilities 

 

Level of knowledge of Energy Recovery Facilities 

Residents in the booster wards know far more about Energy Recovery Facilities than the 

core sample – over one fifth of booster residents (22% ) say they know a great deal/fair 

amount, compared with one-tenth of the core sample (12%). 

 

Figure 46: Level of awareness of ERFs – core vs booster 
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Awareness of ERF in Beddington 

Significantly more residents living in the booster wards are aware of the Energy Recovery 

Facility in Beddington than the core sample (52% cf. 28%). Not a surprising result given 

their vicinity to the site. 

 

Figure 47: Awareness of ERF – core vs booster 

 

 

Only seven in ten respondents living in Beddington are aware of the facility, still higher 

than the other wards, but perhaps surprising that not everyone is.  Awareness is lowest in 

Hackbridge: 

• Beddington – 70% 
• Cricket Green – 58% 

• Broad Green – 53% 
• Pollards Hill – 49% 
• West Thornton – 47% 

• Hackbridge – 26% 
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Views on Energy Recovery Facilities 

Residents in the booster areas have slightly higher agreement than the core sample that 

Energy recovery facilities are a good alternative to landfill for non-recyclable waste, with 

just over three-quarters in agreement (76% cf. 72%).  The same proportion agree that 

these facilities are a good way to dispose of non-recyclable waste, again slightly higher 

than the core sample (76% cf. 73%). 

 

Figure 48: Views on ERFs – core vs booster 
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Perceived benefits of ERFs 

As seen in the core sample, the biggest benefit seen for Energy Recovery Facilities is the 

fact that it reduces the amount of waste sent to landfill and is an alternative source of 

energy.   ooster area residents also think it’s a cheap way to produce energy and it is a 

safer way to dispose of waste than alternatives, significantly more so than the core 

sample.  Again, given the booster interview was far shorter, mentions are much higher for 

all benefits. 

 

Figure 49: Perceived benefits of ERFs – core vs booster 
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Biggest drawbacks of ERFs 

Over one-third of residents living in the booster wards say they don’t know what the 

drawbacks of ERFs are (37%). 

 

Respondents who do have an opinion about the drawbacks of ERFs believe that the biggest 

problem with them is that it increases pollution from emissions/impacts public health from 

pollution, this is the top mention among both core and booster residents.  However, half as 

many booster residents mention this than the core sample (21% cf. 42%).   

 

Figure 50: Perceived drawbacks of ERFs – core vs booster 
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Monitoring Energy Recovery Facilities  

Over half of residents in the booster areas think that the local council is officially 

responsible for deciding if an ERF is safe, the top answer given by the core sample too.  

However one in five correctly know that it is the Environment Agency who officially 

decides, significantly higher than the core sample (22% cf. 5%). 

 

Figure 51: Who decides if an ERF is safe – core vs booster 

 

 

Residents in Cricket Green appear most informed, with two-fifths identifying the 

Environment Agency, with only one in ten saying so in Broad Green and West Thornton: 

• Cricket Green – 44% 
• Beddington – 37% 

• Pollards Hill – 22% 
• Hackbridge – 16% 

• Broad Green – 11% 

• West Thornton – 10% 
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 Home waste collection services 

 

Satisfaction with waste collection services is significantly higher among residents living in 

the booster areas.  Nearly nine in ten residents say they are satisfied with the services, 

compared to two-thirds in the core sample (88% cf. 66%). 

 

Figure 52: Satisfaction with recycling and waste collection service – core 

vs booster 

 

 

Satisfaction levels vary across the wards, with all/nearly all Cricket Green and Beddington 

residents being satisfied in their areas: 

• Cricket Green – 100% 

• Beddington – 99% 

• Pollards Hill – 95% 

• Broad Green – 81% 

• Hackbridge – 79% 

• West Thornton – 79% 
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Only a small proportion of residents had experienced problems with their waste collection 

service, with missed collection and fly tipping the most mentioned issues.  Results in the 

figure below should be treated as indicative rather than conclusive due to the very low 

base size. 

 

Figure 53: Problems experienced with waste collection services – core vs 
booster 
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14 Conclusions 

 

 Core interviews 

 

Commitment among the public to recycle remains high in 2022, however significantly 

fewer respondents than in 2019 recycle as much as they can, even if it requires additional 

effort.  Residents say they are producing the same or less waste than they were a year 

ago.   

 

It is worth noting that when residents were asked to compare their waste production to a 

year ago, this period was during the Covid-19 pandemic, and not a ‘normal’ period, 

therefore may have had an impact on the views being expressed.  Around half of residents 

agree that the pandemic resulted in them spending more time at home and contributing to 

the production of more household waste. 

 

Communication about what happens to recycling needs to continue as more residents say 

they don’t believe the council actually does recycle all the items collected than in 2019 

(44% cf. 36% 2019) and intensity of agreement that their own recycling efforts make a 

difference has decreased significantly since 2019 (30% strongly agreed cf. 38% in 2019).  

 

Two-thirds of residents feel they don’t know very much or nothing at all about where their 

recycling is taken and what it’s turned into, with over three quarters wanting to know 

more. 

 

The research does points to the fact that there is still support to find alternatives to 

landfill.  95% indicated that it is important to send less waste to landfill, with 

understanding remaining high that this is bad for the environment.   

 

SLWP will have a role to play in this, and it is positive that there is an increased awareness 

of the organisation and this may help to spread the word, but it is important to note that 

people continue to remain unclear about what the partnership does and clearer messages 

may need to be put out to the public to improve knowledge.  

 

There is though still some way to go.  As we reported in 2019, the Mayor of London set a 

target in 2016 for London to achieve a 65% recycling rate by 2030.  Residents believe a 

rate of 76% is achievable, but with actual recycling rates sitting at around 43%, there is a 

long way to go to achieve that.  It will be important to address some of the issues revealed 

from this survey around what can and cannot be recycled and ensuring that people 

understand that their efforts can make a difference are addressed if further progress is to 

be made.   

 

Over seven in ten residents agree that ERFs are a good way to dispose of non-recyclable 

waste and a better way than disposing waste sending it to landfill.  However, two-fifths 

remain concerned about the pollution from emissions. 
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 Booster interviews 

Respondents interviewed as part of the booster survey have significantly different attitudes 

towards recycling than the core sample, and also to what was reported in 2019.  Less than 

half say they recycle as much as they can, even if it requires additional effort and one third 

say they recycle when it is made easy to do so, and only requires a little additional effort.   

 

They do feel they know more than the core sample about where their recycling is taken 

and what it’s turned into, with only one in six saying they know nothing at all compared to 

one third of the core sample. 

 

Over half of residents living in the booster areas had heard of South London Waste 

Partnership, and nearly half said they know a great deal/fair amount about SLWP.  

 

Awareness of ERFs is higher in the booster areas too, around half knew that the site had 

been built, although given residents’ vicinity to the site, we would expect fewer than three 

in ten to say they know nothing at all about what it does. 

 

Encouragingly residents in the booster area are less worried about pollution from 

emissions from the site, with half as many as the core sample mentioning this 

spontaneously as a problem. 

 

Further communication campaigns to a wider area will inevitably contribute to greater 

awareness of the importance of recycling and sending less waste to landfill. 
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15 Sample profile 

 

Table 12: Weighted sample profile – Core Survey 

 

Borough Total Croydon Kingston Merton Sutton 

Unweighted Bases 1007 390 187 220 210 

Weighted Bases 1007 393 182 220 212 

Croydon 39% 100% - - - 

Kingston upon Thames 18% - 100% - - 

Merton 22% - - 100% - 

Sutton 21% - - - 100% 

Age Total Croydon Kingston Merton Sutton 

Unweighted Bases 1007 390 187 220 210 

Weighted Bases 1007 393 182 220 212 

16 - 34 31% 31% 34% 32% 28% 

35 - 44 20% 19% 20% 22% 20% 

45 - 54 18% 19% 17% 17% 19% 

55 – 64 13% 14% 12% 12% 13% 

65+ 17% 17% 17% 16% 19% 

Prefer not to say - - - - - 

Gender Total Croydon Kingston Merton Sutton 

Unweighted Bases 1007 390 187 220 210 

Weighted Bases 1007 393 182 220 212 

Male 47% 47% 47% 47% 48% 

Female 52% 52% 51% 51% 52% 

House type      

Unweighted Bases 1007 390 187 220 210 

Weighted Bases 1007 393 182 220 212 

Terraced/mews house 28% 26% 24% 35% 25% 

Semi-detached house 34% 31% 39% 33% 38% 

Detached house 11% 14% 17% 6% 8% 

Detached bungalow 1% 1% 0% 0% 1% 

Semi-detached bungalow 1% 1% 2% 0% 0% 

Converted flat 6% 8% 1% 8% 4% 

Purpose built flat 14% 15% 13% 13% 15% 

Flat above a shop 1% 1% 0% 0% 2% 

Other  3% 2% 2% 2% 6% 

Prefer not to say 2% 1% 2% 3% 2% 
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Working status Total Croydon Kingston Merton Sutton 

Unweighted Bases 1007 390 187 220 210 

Weighted Bases 1007 393 182 220 212 

Working full time (30+ hours per week) 51% 51% 53% 51% 49% 

Retired 13% 12% 11% 15% 17% 

Working part time (under 30 hours per 
week) 

19% 20% 19% 17% 21% 

In full-time education 3% 1% 6% 5% 1% 

Looking after the home 4% 4% 2% 2% 6% 

Unemployed, but not registered 3% 4% 1% 3% 2% 

Registered unemployed 1% 2% 0% 1% 0% 

Permanently sick/disabled 2% 3% 2% 1% 3% 

Doing voluntary work 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

On a training scheme 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Other 3% 3% 5% 5% 1% 

Ethnicity Total Croydon Kingston Merton Sutton 

Unweighted Bases 1007 390 187 220 210 

Weighted Bases 1007 393 182 220 212 

British 60% 49% 68% 58% 73% 

Irish 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 

Any other white background 9% 7% 12% 14% 7% 

White and Black 1% 2% 0% 0% 1% 

White and Asian 1% 1% 0% 2% 0% 

Any other mixed background 2% 2% 1% 3% 0% 

Indian 5% 7% 5% 2% 1% 

Pakistani 4% 4% 3% 4% 2% 

Bangladeshi 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 

Any other Asian background 2% 1% 1% 2% 4% 

Caribbean 5% 9% 1% 2% 3% 

African 6% 10% 4% 3% 3% 

Any other black background 1% 1% 1% 1% 0% 

Chinese 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 

Any other ethnic background 1% 1% 0% 2% 0% 

Prefer not to say 3% 4% 1% 5% 3% 
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Table 13: Weighted sample profile – Booster Survey 

 

Borough Total Beddington Hackbridge 
Broad 
Green 

West 
Thornton 

Cricket 
Green 

Pollards 
Hill 

Unweighted Bases 370 49 48 87 87 48 51 

Weighted Bases 370 70 41 80 75 49 56 

Croydon 42%       

Merton 28%       

Sutton 30%       

Ward Total Beddington Hackbridge 
Broad 
Green 

West 
Thornton 

Cricket 
Green 

Pollards 
Hill 

Unweighted Bases 370 49 48 87 87 48 51 

Weighted Bases 370 70 41 80 75 49 56 

Beddington 19% 100% - - - - - 

Hackbridge 11% - 100% - - - - 

Broad Green 22% - - 100% - - - 

West Thornton 20% - - - 100% - - 

Cricket Green 13% - - - - 100% - 

Pollards Hill 15% - - - - - 100% 

Age Total Beddington Hackbridge 
Broad 
Green 

West 
Thornton 

Cricket 
Green 

Pollards 
Hill 

Unweighted Bases 370 49 48 87 87 48 51 

Weighted Bases 370 70 41 80 75 49 56 

16 - 34 32% 27% 33% 36% 33% 32% 32% 

35 - 44 20% 18% 22% 21% 19% 20% 19% 

45 - 54 18% 19% 18% 19% 18% 18% 17% 

55 - 64 14% 16% 13% 13% 15% 14% 14% 

65+ 16% 20% 13% 11% 15% 17% 18% 

Gender Total Beddington Hackbridge 
Broad 
Green 

West 
Thornton 

Cricket 
Green 

Pollards 
Hill 

Unweighted Bases 370 49 48 87 87 48 51 

Weighted Bases 370 70 41 80 75 49 56 

Male 49% 50% 49% 49% 50% 47% 48% 

Female 51% 50% 51% 51% 50% 53% 52% 

House type Total Beddington Hackbridge 
Broad 
Green 

West 
Thornton 

Cricket 
Green 

Pollards 
Hill 

Unweighted Bases 370 49 48 87 87 48 51 

Weighted Bases 370 70 41 80 75 49 56 

Terraced/mews house 45% 21% 37% 60% 48% 42% 58% 

Semi-detached house 24% 42% 23% 7% 26% 12% 35% 

Detached house 3% 4% 0% 1% 1% 13% 0% 

Detached bungalow 4% 6% 2% 2% 4% 8% 0% 

Semi-detached bungalow 2% 4% 4% 0% 0% 8% 0% 

Converted flat 6% 2% 4% 12% 11% 2% 3% 

Purpose built flat 14% 18% 23% 19% 8% 13% 3% 

Flat above a shop 1% 2% 4% 0% 0% 2% 0% 

Other  0% 0% 2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Prefer not to say 1% 0% 2% 0% 2% 0% 0% 
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Working status Total Beddington Hackbridge 
Broad 
Green 

West 
Thornton 

Cricket 
Green 

Pollards 
Hill 

Unweighted Bases 370 49 48 87 87 48 51 

Weighted Bases 370 70 41 80 75 49 56 

Working full time (30+ 
hours per week) 

47% 56% 48% 47% 44% 40% 43% 

Retired 13% 15% 12% 10% 10% 15% 17% 

Working part time (under 
30 hours per week) 

17% 18% 17% 11% 22% 15% 18% 

Looking after the home 7% 7% 4% 7% 6% 8% 10% 

Unemployed, but not 

registered 
8% 3% 6% 13% 8% 10% 10% 

In full-time education 2% 0% 0% 5% 3% 0% 0% 

Permanently sick/disabled 2% 0% 4% 2% 2% 4% 0% 

Doing voluntary work 2% 2% 2% 2% 3% 6% 0% 

Registered unemployed 1% 0% 2% 2% 0% 2% 2% 

On a training scheme 1% 0% 2% 2% 0% 0% 0% 

Other 1% 0% 4% 0% 1% 0% 0% 

Ethnicity Total Beddington Hackbridge 
Broad 

Green 

West 

Thornton 

Cricket 

Green 

Pollards 

Hill 

Unweighted Bases 370 49 48 87 87 48 51 

Weighted Bases 370 70 41 80 75 49 56 

British 42% 52% 30% 44% 35% 39% 47% 

Irish 0% 0% 2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Any other white 

background 
11% 10% 18% 9% 8% 13% 13% 

White and Black 1% 0% 2% 0% 2% 0% 0% 

White and Asian 0% 0% 2% 0% 1% 0% 0% 

Any other mixed 

background 
2% 2% 2% 2% 1% 4% 0% 

Indian 5% 2% 4% 8% 7% 4% 6% 

Pakistani 6% 7% 8% 4% 6% 5% 6% 

Bangladeshi 3% 2% 2% 5% 1% 5% 3% 

Any other Asian 

background 
6% 4% 11% 6% 8% 2% 4% 

Caribbean 8% 7% 0% 12% 12% 7% 7% 

African 11% 8% 4% 9% 14% 13% 14% 

Any other black 

background 
2% 0% 9% 0% 1% 4% 0% 

Chinese 3% 6% 2% 3% 4% 4% 0% 

Any other ethnic 

background 
0% 0% 2% 0% 1% 0% 0% 

Prefer not to say 0% 0% 2% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
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16 Questionnaire 

 

Questionnaire: 
 

Client name: Brand Narrative 

Project name: 
South London Waste Partnership:  

Resident perceptions of environmental services 2022 

Job number: 8564 

Methodology: CATI & CAPI 

Version 1 

 

Introduction 

 

All respondents 
Good morning/afternoon/evening, my name is … and I’m calling from DJS Research on 

behalf of the South London Waste Partnership.  The South London Waste Partnership is 
made up of four local Councils: Croydon, Kingston, Merton and Sutton.  The Partnership is 
interested in your views on a range of local environmental services including the collection 

of household recycling and waste, what happens to that recycling and waste after it’s been 
collected, Recycling Centres and street cleaning services. 

 
The survey will take around 15 minutes to complete.  Your individual responses will be 
treated in the strictest confidence and will not be passed on to the South London Waste 

Partnership or any third parties and DJS Research will abide by the Market Research 
Society Code of Conduct. The findings from the survey will help your local council plan 

services for the future that meet the needs of local people. 
 
Note: if challenged please leave the telephone and contact details for: 

Lyn Allen, DJS Research – 01663 767857 or John Haynes, SLWP, 07932 690 947. 
 

IF YES, CONTINUE 
 

All respondents: 
CATI – INTERVIEWER READ OUT:  All interviews will be recorded for training and 
quality purposes. 

Is it convenient to complete this now? 
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SCREENER 

 
INFO1 

Firstly, I will ask you some demographic questions to make sure that we talk to a 
representative cross section of people. 

 
S00a. CATI ONLY 

    :                        ’                           
Are you able to confirm which borough or district you live in?  
SINGLE RESPONSE 

Prompt if necessary 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Croydon  S00c 

2 Kingston  S00c 

3 Merton  S00c 

4 Sutton  S00c 

87 None of the above  SCREEN OUT 

85 Don’t know  S00c 

86 Prefer not to say  S00c 

 
S00b.  DELETE 

 
S00c.  CATI ONLY 

Base: All respondents 
Is this your postcode?  Please be aware that is only so that we can be sure we are 
speaking to a representative cross section of people – this information will not be used for 

any other purpose or be identifiable to you in any way 
PULL UP RESPONDENT POSTCODE FROM SAMPLE FILE  

 
READ OUT 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Yes  S01 

2 No   S00d 

85 Don’t know  SCREEN OUT  

86 Prefer not to say  SCREEN OUT 

 

S00d.  CATI ONLY 
Base: All respondents whose postcode is different to what is in sample (S00c = 

2) 
Please can you confirm your current postcode?  
 

Read out only if necessary: Again, this is only so that we can be sure we are speaking to a 
representative cross section of people – this information will not be used for any other 

purpose or be identifiable to you in any way 
 
OPEN RESPONSE, INSERT POSTCODE LOOKUP, FORCE ENTRY OF FULL POST CODE E.G. 

A1 AA1, AA1 1AA, AA11 1AA 
Make sure to collect full postcode e.g. SK23 7NA  

 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 ENTER POST CODE  S01 

85 Don’t know  SCREEN OUT  

86 Prefer not to say  SCREEN OUT 
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PN: POSTCODES ENTERED AT S00d ARE TO BE RETROSPECTIVELY BACKCODED INTO 

RELEVANT QUOTAS  
 
S01. CATI AND BOOSTER 

Base: All respondents 
What age band do you fit into? 

SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 16 to 24   

2 25 to 34   

3 35 to 44   

4 45 to 54   

5 55 to 64   

6 65+   

86 Prefer not to say SCREEN OUT  

 

S02. CATI AND BOOSTER 
Base: All respondents 

Which gender do you identify with? 
SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Man   

2 Woman   

3 Non-binary   

4 Other   

80 Prefer to self-describe (please specify) OPEN  

86 Prefer not to say   

 

S03. CATI AND BOOSTER 
Base: All respondents 

Which of the following best describes what you are doing at present? 
SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Working full time (30+ hours per 

week) 

  

2 Working part time (under 30 hours per 

week) 

  

3 Retired   

4 In full-time education   

5 Looking after the home   

6 Registered unemployed   

7 Unemployed, but not registered   

8 Permanently sick/disabled   

9 Doing voluntary work   

10 On a training scheme   

80 Other   

86 Refused (do not read out) SCREEN OUT  
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
Q01. DELETED 

 
Q02. CATI AND BOOSTER 

Base: All respondents 
Which of the following best describes your attitude towards recycling? 

SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Recycle as much as you can, even if it 

requires additional effort 

  

2 Recycle when it is made easy to do so, 

and only requires a little additional 

effort 

  

3 Only recycle if it does not require any 

additional effort 

  

4 Do not recycle   

85 Don’t know (do not read out)   

 

Q03. DELETED 
 

Q04. CATI AND BOOSTER 
Base: All respondents 
Thinking about the waste your household produces (including recyclable and non-

recyclable waste), do you think you produce more, less or about the same amount as you 
did last year?  

SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 More   

2 About the same   

3 Less   

85 Don’t know (do not read out)   

 
Q05. CATI AND BOOSTER 

Base: All respondents 
And of that household waste, would you say you recycle more of it, less of it or about the 

same amount as you did last year? 
SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 More   

2 About the same   

3 Less   

85 Don’t know (do not read out)   

 

Q042 CATI AND BOOSTER 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement: “The Covid-19 

pandemic resulted in me and those in my household spending more time at home and 
contributed to the production of more household waste.” 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Strongly disagree -  
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2 Tend to disagree -  

3 Neither/nor -  

4 Tend to agree -  

5 Strongly agree   

85 Don’t know (do not read out) -  

 
Q06. CATI ONLY 
Base: All respondents who recycle – codes 1-3 at Q02 

What would you say were your reasons or motivations for recycling your household waste? 
INT: Do not read out, tick all that apply 

MULTI RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Good for the environment   

2 Second nature/easy/easier than not 

doing it 

  

3 Encouragement from the local council   

4 Helps future generations   

5 Everyone else is doing it   

6 Encouragement from friends/family/ 

neighbours 

  

7 Saw/heard information about it on the 

TV/in leaflets/on radio 

  

8 My children encourage me   

9 Encouragement from central 

government 

  

10 Encouragement from environmental 

groups 

  

11 Encouragement from supermarkets   

80 Other (please specify) OPEN  

87 Nothing – I’ve always done it EXCLUSIVE  

85 Don’t know  EXCLUSIVE  

 
Q07. CATI ONLY 

Base: All respondents  
And what, if anything, prevents you from recycling more of the waste produced in your 
household? 

INT: Do not read out, tick all that apply 
MULTI RESPONSE. SHOW IN COLUMNS ON ONE SCREEN. 

 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Can’t recycle enough different 

materials 

  

2 Recycling bin/box/ sack not big 

enough 

  

3 Not enough space to store recyclables   

4 Time/lack of time/too busy   

5 There is no doorstep collection scheme   

6 No recycling centres nearby   

7 The recyclables are not collected often 

enough 

  

8 Lazy/too much effort/too much hassle   

9 Don’t have enough information   

10 I don’t know what I should be 

recycling 

  

11 Inconvenient   

12 Not interested   
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13 I don’t know where to take it/what to 

do with it  

  

14 No compost bin   

15 Transport/lack of transport   

16 Don’t understand the purpose of it   

17 No kerbside glass collection   

18 Confusion over plastics recycling   

19 Doesn’t make any difference/doesn’t 

help the environment 

  

20 All gets mixed in together anyway   

21 Couldn’t be bothered to wash it/too 

much hassle to wash it/smelly 

  

80 Other (please specify) OPEN  

87 Nothing – I’m already making every 

effort 

EXCLUSIVE  

85 Don’t know  EXCLUSIVE  

 
Q08. CATI ONLY 

Base: All respondents  
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? Please use a scale 

where 1 is strongly disagree, 2 is tend to disagree, 3 is neither agree nor disagree, 4 is 
tend to agree and 5 is strongly agree. 
Read out each statement, tick one response for each statement. 
SINGLE GRID, RANDOMISE STATEMENTS 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Strongly disagree -  

2 Tend to disagree -  

3 Neither/nor -  

4 Tend to agree -  

5 Strongly agree   

85 Don’t know (do not read out) -  

 

Statement 
number 

Statement Scripting notes Routing 

1 I feel my own recycling efforts 

make a difference 

  

2 I need to know more about the 

benefits of recycling and waste 

minimisation 

  

3 I don’t believe the council actually 

does recycle all the items collected 

for recycling 

  

4 I need more information on what 

can and can’t be recycled 

  

 
Q09. CATI ONLY 

Base: All respondents 
What percentage of household waste do you think is currently recycled in your borough?  

If don’t know, probe to the nearest 1 %. 
NUMERICAL RESPONSE, LIMIT 0-100. 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
85 Don’t know (do not read out)   
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Q010. CATI ONLY 
Base: All respondents 
What percentage of household waste do you think your borough should be aiming to 

recycle in the next five years?  If don’t know, probe to the nearest 1 %. 
NUMERICAL RESPONSE, LIMIT 0-100. 

 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
85 Don’t know (do not read out)   

 

Q011. DELETED 
 

Q043. CATI ONLY 
Base: All respondents 
Local Councils are currently judged by their recycling rate – the percentage of waste (by 

weight) that is recycled or composted. An alternative approach could be to judge Councils 
by their Carbon Footprint (i.e. how much carbon they save by encouraging residents to 

minimise waste and recycle as much as they can). Which measure do you feel is the most 
relevant to use, taking into account the environmental challenges we face today?  
SINGLE CODE. 

 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Judged by recycling rate -  

2 Judged by carbon footprint -  

85 Don’t know (do not read out) -  

 

Q012. CATI ONLY 
Base: All respondents  
If we are to recycle as much as we possibly can, lots of people and organisations need to 

play their part.  I am now going to read out a list of people and organisations and I would 
like you to tell me how much you trust each of these to play their part in ensuring we 

recycle as much as we can.  Please use a scale from 1 to 5 where 1 is I do not trust at all 
and 5 is I trust very much. 
Read out each statement, tick one response for each statement. 
SINGLE GRID, RANDOMISE STATEMENTS 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 I don’t trust at all -  

2 I don’t really trust -  

3 I neither trust nor distrust -  

4 I trust a little -  

5 I trust very much   

85 Don’t know (do not read out) -  

 

Statement 
number 

Statement Scripting notes Routing 

1 Other individuals like you   

2 Your local council   

3 The South London Waste 

Partnership 

  

4 National Government   

5 Private waste treatment companies 

who collect and treat or dispose of 

waste on behalf of local councils 

  

6 Local Businesses/Shops   
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Q013. CATI ONLY 
Base: All respondents 
How well informed do you think your local council keeps you about what you can and 

cannot recycle? 
SINGLE RESPONSE 

 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Keeps me very well informed   

2 Keeps me well informed   

3 Gives me only a limited amount of 

information 

  

4 Doesn’t tell me much at all   

85 Don’t know (do not read out)   

 

Q044. CATI AND BOOSTER 
Base: All respondents 

How much do you feel you know about where your recycling is taken and what it’s turned 
into? 
SINGLE RESPONSE 

 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 A great deal   

2 A fair amount   

3 A little   

4 Not very much at all   

5 Nothing at all   

85 Don’t know (do not read out)   

 
Q045. CATI AND BOOSTER 
Base: All respondents 

Would you like to know more about where your recycling is taken and what it’s turned 
into? 

SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Yes   

2 No   

85 Don’t know (do not read out)   

 
Q014. DELETED  
Q015. DELETED 

 
Q046. CATI AND BOOSTER 

Base: All respondents 
How much, if anything do you feel you know about the terms ‘carbon neutral’ and ‘net 
carbon zero’? 

SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 A great deal   

2 A fair amount   

3 A little   

4 Not very much at all   

5 Nothing at all   
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85 Don’t know (do not read out)   

 
Q047. CATI AND BOOSTER 

Base: All respondents 
Are you aware of anything your local council is doing to reduce the carbon impact of 

recycling and waste collection and treatment in your borough? 
SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Yes  Q048 

2 No  Q016 

85 Don’t know (do not read out)  Q016 

 
Q048. CATI AND BOOSTER 

Base: All respondents saying Yes (Q047/1) 
Can you give me an example?  
OPEN RESPONSE 

 
85 Don’t know (do not read out)   

 
Q016. CATI ONLY 

Base: All respondents 
How often, if at all, do you make use of your local tip? Read out if necessary. 
SINGLE RESPONSE 

 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 At least once a week  Q17 

2 At least once a fortnight  Q17 

3 At least once a month  Q17 

4 Once every 3 months  Q17 

5 Once or twice a year  Q17 

6 Less often than once / twice a year  Q17 

7 Never use local tip  Q49 

8 I don’t know where local tip is  Q49 

85 Don’t know (do not read out)  Q49 

 
 

Q017. CATI ONLY 
Base: All respondents using local tip (Q16/1-6) 

Taking all things into account, how satisfied are you with the overall service provided by 
your local tip? Please use a scale where 1 is very dissatisfied, 2 is fairly dissatisfied, 3 is 
neither satisfied nor dissatisfied, 4 is fairly satisfied and 5 is very satisfied. 

SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Very dissatisfied   

2 Fairly dissatisfied   

3 Neither/nor   

4 Fairly satisfied   

5 Very satisfied   

85 Don’t know (do not read out)   
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Q018. CATI ONLY 
Base: All respondents using local tip at least twice per year (Q16/1-5) 
Thinking about the last few years, has the service at your local tip got better or worse.  

Please use a scale where 1 is much worse, 2 is slightly worse, 3 is stayed the same, 4 is 
slightly better and 5 is much better. 

SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Much worse   

2 Slightly worse   

3 About the same   

4 Slightly better   

5 Much better   

85 Don’t know (do not read out)   

 
Q049. CATI ONLY 

Base: All respondents 
Which tip do you usually use? 

SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Factory Lane (Croydon)  Q019 

2 Purley Oaks (Croydon)  Q019 

3 Fishers Farm (Croydon)  Q019 

4 Kimpton Park Way (Sutton)  Q050 

5 Villiers Road (Kingston)  Q050 

6 Garth Road (Merton)  Q050 

 
Q050. CATI ONLY 

    :           ‘        P       ’  ‘         R   ’    ‘      R   ’      /       
An online booking system for visits to your local tip has been in operation since 2020.  
How easy or difficult do you find it to book a slot to visit your local tip? 

SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Very difficult   

2 Fairly difficult   

3 Neither easy nor difficult   

4 Fairly easy   

5 Very easy   

6 Someone else books it for me (do not 

read out) 

 Q052 

86 Don’t know (do not read out)  Q052 

 
Q051. CATI ONLY 

Base: All       ‘        P       ’  ‘         R   ’    ‘      R   ’      /       
and using booking system (Q050/1-5) 
How satisfied are you with the availability of slots to visit your local tip? 

SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Very dissatisfied   

2 Fairly dissatisfied   

3 Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied   
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4 Fairly satisfied   

5 Very satisfied   

86 Don’t know (do not read out)   

 
Q052. CATI ONLY 

    :           ‘        P       ’  ‘         R   ’    ‘      R   ’ (Q049/4,5,6) 
and using booking system (Q050/1-5) 
Overall, would you say the introduction of the online booking system has been…? 

SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Positive   

2 Neutral   

3 Negative   

86 Don’t know (do not read out)   

 

Q053. CATI ONLY 
    :           ‘        P       ’  ‘         R   ’      /     
Has the introduction of a fair use policy for this site (which restricts the number of visits 

that can be made each year) had a negative impact on you? INT: Do not read out. 
SINGLE RESPONSE. 

 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Yes   

2 No   

3 Not aware of fair use policy   

86 Don’t know    

 

Q019. CATI AND BOOSTER 
Base: All respondents  

Before today, had you heard of the South London Waste Partnership? 
SINGLE RESPONSE 

 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Yes  Q20 

2 No  Q22 

85 Don’t know (do not read out)  Q22 

 
Q020. CATI AND BOOSTER 

Base: All respondents aware of SLWP (Q19/1) 
How much, if anything, would you say you know about the South London Waste 

Partnership? Read out if necessary. 
SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 A great deal   

2 A fair amount   

3 Not very much at all   

4 Nothing at all   

85 Don’t know (do not read out)   
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Q021. CATI AND BOOSTER 
Base: All respondents aware of SLWP (Q19/1) 
What do you think the South London Waste Partnership is responsible for? 

INT: Do not read out, tick all that apply 
MULTI RESPONSE.  

 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Disposal of waste   

2 Collection of waste   

3 Recycling facilities and landfill sites   

4 Promotion of recycling and waste 

minimisation habits 

  

80 Other (please specify) OPEN   

85 Don’t know EXCLUSIVE  

 
Q022. CATI AND BOOSTER 

Base: All respondents  
Until recently, all of the general (non-recyclable) waste your council collects was sent to 

landfill. Now less than 5% of it is sent to landfill. How important, if at all, do you think it 
is to send less of our waste to landfill? Please give me a number between 1 and 4 where 1 
is not at all important, 2 is not very important, 3 is fairly important, and 4 is very 

important. 
SINGLE RESPONSE 

 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Not at all important -  

2 Not very important -  

3 Fairly important -  

4 Very important -  

85 Don’t know (do not read out) -  

 
Q023. DELETED 

Q024. DELETED 
 

Q025. CATI AND BOOSTER 
Base: All respondents  
Once we have reduced, reused and recycled as much as we can, it is inevitable that some 

waste will be left over.  What do you think should be done with this non-recyclable waste? 
INT: Do not read out, tick all that apply 

MULTI RESPONSE.  
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 It should be sent to landfill   

2 It should be burned/incinerated/ 

treated to recover energy 

  

80 Other (please specify) OPEN   

85 Don’t know EXCLUSIVE  
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Q026. CATI AND BOOSTER 
Base: All respondents  
How much do you know about Energy Recovery Facilities (or ‘Energy from Waste 

Facilities’) where residual waste is burnt at very high temperatures in strictly controlled 
conditions to create energy? Read out if necessary. 

SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 A great deal   

2 A fair amount   

3 A little   

4 Not very much at all   

5 Nothing at all   

85 Don’t know (do not read out)   

 
Q027. CATI AND BOOSTER 

Base: All respondents  
Are you aware that an Energy Recovery Facility has been built in Beddington, Sutton, to 

treat household waste instead of sending it to landfill? 
SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Yes   

2 No   

 

Q028. CATI AND BOOSTER 
Base: All respondents  

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? Please use a scale 
where 1 is strongly disagree and 5 is strongly agree. 
Read out each statement, tick one response for each statement. 
SINGLE GRID, RANDOMISE STATEMENTS 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Strongly disagree -  

2 Tend to disagree -  

3 Neither/nor -  

4 Tend to agree -  

5 Strongly agree   

85 Don’t know (do not read out) -  

 

Statement 
number 

Statement Scripting notes Routing 

1 Taking all alternatives into account, 

Energy Recovery Facilities are a 

good way to dispose of our non-

recyclable waste 

  

2 Energy Recovery Facilities are a 

better way of disposing of waste 

than landfill 
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Q029. CATI AND BOOSTER 
Base: All respondents  
What do you think are the biggest benefits of Energy Recovery Facilities? 

INT: Do not read out, tick all that apply 
MULTI RESPONSE.  

 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Reduces amount of waste sent to 

landfill 

  

2 Alternative source of energy   

3 Cheap way to produce energy   

4 Takes up less space/land than landfill   

5 Helps to cut our carbon emissions   

6 It is a cheaper way to manage waste 

than landfill/alternatives  

  

7 It is a safer way to dispose of waste 

than alternatives 

  

8 Replaces need to recycle   

9 Creates new jobs   

10 It is less smelly than landfill   

80 Other (please specify) OPEN   

87 There are no benefits EXCLUSIVE   

85 Don’t know EXCLUSIVE  

 
Q030. CATI AND BOOSTER 
Base: All respondents  

What do you think are the biggest problems with Energy Recovery Facilities? 
INT: Do not read out, tick all that apply 

MULTI RESPONSE.  
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Increases pollution from emissions/ 

impact to public health from pollution 

  

2 They are unsafe, e.g. danger of fire, 

facility operation is unsafe 

  

3 Traffic bringing waste to and from the 

site 

  

4 They are expensive to run   

5 Encourage people to throw away more   

6 They burn precious resources that we 

should re-use/recycle 

  

7 Reduces incentives to recycle and re-

use 

  

8 They are noisy   

9 Facilities are large and unsightly/ugly   

10 Expensive to build   

11 You need a constant supply of waste 

to keep them running 

  

12 Waste has to be treated first   

80 Other (please specify) OPEN   

87 There are no problems with Energy 

Recovery Facilities 

EXCLUSIVE   

85 Don’t know EXCLUSIVE  
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Q031. CATI AND BOOSTER 
Base: All respondents  
Who do you think is responsible for ensuring an Energy Recovery Facility is operating 

safely? 
INT: Do not read out, tick all that apply. If respondent asks after answering, the 

Environment Agency is responsible.  
MULTI RESPONSE.  

 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Local council   

2 Central government   

3 European authority (Commission, 

European Environment Agency, 

European Parliament, etc) 

  

4 A national regulator   

5 Local waste contractor   

6 Mayor of London   

7 Greater London Authority   

8 Local MP   

9 United Nations   

10 South London Waste Partnership   

11 Environment Agency   

80 Other (please specify) OPEN   

85 Don’t know EXCLUSIVE  

 

Q032. CATI AND BOOSTER 
Base: All respondents  
Now I'm going to ask you a few questions about the way recycling and rubbish is collected 

from your home. 
Overall, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with your recycling and waste collection 

service? Please use a scale from 1 to 5 where 1 is very dissatisfied, 2 is fairly dissatisfied, 
3 is neither satisfied nor dissatisfied, 4 is fairly satisfied and 5 is very satisfied. 
SINGLE RESPONSE 

 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Very dissatisfied  Q33 

2 Fairly dissatisfied  Q33 

3 Neither/nor  Q35 

4 Fairly satisfied  Q35 

5 Very satisfied  Q35 

85 Don’t know (do not read out)  Q35 

 
Q033. CATI AND BOOSTER 
Base: All respondents dissatisfied with waste collection (Q32/1-2) 

What problems have you experienced with the service?   
MULTI RESPONSE.  

Do not read out, probe fully 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Missed collections   

2 Non delivery of bins   

3 Uncertainty about what materials go 

in which bin 

  

4 Uncertainty what bin to put out when   
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5 Difficulty reporting issues to the 

council 

  

6 Lack of space for bins   

7 Presentation of bins by crews following 

collection 

  

80 Other OPEN  

85 Don’t know (do not read out) EXCLUSIVE  

 

Q034. DELETED 
 
Q035. CATI ONLY 

Base: All respondents 
Do you subscribe to the Garden Waste Collection Service? 

SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Yes - Q36 

2 No - Q40 

86 Prefer not to say  Q40 

 
Q036. CATI ONLY 
Base: All respondents subscribing to garden waste collection (Q35/1) 

Overall, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with your garden waste collection service? 
Please use a scale from 1 to 5 where 1 is very dissatisfied and 5 is very satisfied. 

SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Very dissatisfied  Q37 

2 Fairly dissatisfied  Q37 

3 Neither/nor  Q38 

4 Fairly satisfied  Q38 

5 Very satisfied  Q38 

85 Don’t know (do not read out)  Q38 

 
Q037. CATI ONLY 

Base: All respondents dissatisfied with garden collection (Q36/1-2) 
What problems have you experienced with the service?   
MULTI RESPONSE.  

Do not read out, probe fully 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Missed collections   

2 Non delivery of bins   

3 Uncertainty about what materials can 

go in the bin 

  

4 Uncertainty about when to put the bin 

our collection 

  

5 Difficulty reporting issues to the 

council 

  

6 Lack of space for bins   

7 Presentation of bins by crews following 

collection 

  

80 Other OPEN  

85 Don’t know (do not read out) EXCLUSIVE  
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Q038. CATI ONLY 
Base: All respondents subscribing to garden collection (Q35/1) 
Do you think you will renew your subscription next year? 

SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Yes - Q40 

2 No - Q39 

86 Prefer not to say  Q40 

 
Q039. CATI ONLY 

Base: All respondents not renewing subscription (Q38/2) 
Why would you not renew your subscription? 
INT: Do not read out, tick all that apply 

MULTI RESPONSE.  
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Too expensive   

2 Unreliable collections   

3 Moving away   

4 Don’t produce enough garden waste   

80 Other (please specify) OPEN   

85 Don’t know EXCLUSIVE  

86 Prefer not to say EXCLUSIVE  

 
Q040. CATI ONLY 
Base: All respondents 

Overall, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the cleanliness of the streets in your 
area?   

Please use a scale from 1 to 5 where 1 is very dissatisfied and 5 is very satisfied. 
SINGLE GRID 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Very dissatisfied   

2 Fairly dissatisfied   

3 Neither/nor   

4 Fairly satisfied   

5 Very satisfied   

85 Don’t know (do not read out)   

 

Statement 
number 

Statement Scripting notes Routing 

1 Residential streets in your area   

2 Streets in your local town centre   

 
Q041. CATI ONLY 
Base: All respondents  

And thinking about the cleanliness of the streets in your local area over the last two years, 
would you say they have…? 

SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Got better   

2 Got worse   
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3 Stayed about the same   

85 Don’t know (do not read out)   

 

 

Demographics 

 
INFO2. CATI AND BOOSTER 
Base: All respondents 

Finally, I would just like to ask a few questions about you.  This information will help us to 
analyse the responses to this survey.  

 
C01. CATI AND BOOSTER 
Base: All respondents 

Which ethnic group do you consider you belong to? 
SINGLE RESPONSE 

 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
 White   

1 British   

2 Irish   

3 Any other white background   

 Mixed   

4 White and Black   

5 White and Asian   

6 Any other mixed background   

 Asian or Asian British   

7 Indian   

8 Pakistani   

9 Bangladeshi   

10 Any other Asian background   

 Black or Black British   

11 Caribbean   

12 African   

13 Any other black background   

 Chinese or other ethnic groups   

14 Chinese   

15 Any other ethnic background   

86 Prefer not to say   

 
C02.  CATI AND BOOSTER 

Base: All respondents 
How many children aged under 18 are there living in your household? 

SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 None -  

2 One -  

3 Two -  

4 Three   

5 Four or more   

86 Prefer not to say   
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C03. CATI AND BOOSTER 
Base: All respondents 
Do you have a disability or long-standing or chronic illness? 

SINGLE RESPONSE 
 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Yes -  

2 No -  

86 Prefer not to say   

 
C04. CATI AND BOOSTER 

Base: All respondents 
Which of these best describes the type of property you live in? 
SINGLE RESPONSE 

 

Code Answer list Scripting notes Routing 
1 Terraced/mews house   

2 Semi-detached house   

3 Detached house   

4 Detached bungalow   

5 Semi-detached bungalow   

6 Converted flat   

7 Purpose built flat   

8 Flat above a shop   

80 Other (please specify) OPEN  

86 Prefer not to say   

 

Thank you very much for your help and time completing this survey. 
MRS freephone number. 
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Lyn Allen, Senior Research Manager  

lallen@djsresearch.com 

Sharon Nichols, Research Director  

snichols@djsresearch.com 
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